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To the right Honourable | | 
{ and his ſpeciall good friends. the . 
| Lord Edward, Lord Ru{ſell, Earle'of  _# 
FF Bcdford:; as alſo to the vertuous Ladie Zzce his 
wifc. R. C. wiſheth comfort and joy in the holy 
Ghoſt, with- continuance and increaſe of * 
all-ſpiriraall.graces and Yekings, in...” 
this preſent world, and inthe 


wordrocomecternall | 
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Ee tive Sir Toh Ws 6s - ; 
ron Knight, Lord Barron of Exton, in 
Rutland, your Honours father ; but alſo 
from the. right. Wor ſhipfull Sir James 
Harir ton, "hy honors brother: :for which 
their 5 abnys and kindntſſe, Taccount my | 
{olfe from-tome to time durmg life, to be 
thankful % nth. them 44d therrs fer the 
[ame, Secondly ; for that. Theare of that - 
godly” awaRevjons care, which your Ho- 
nours carie towards your whole familie, 
that they bee catechiſed , inflruited and 
oat” in the knowleage and feare of C God, 
(to whith pierpoſe this Treatiſe tendeth 
and aimeth _ J This zeale azd. careful | 
#eſſs; althon eb itbee commendable in all, 
as iis din the more commendable, 
pedigher ons inwhom it appertaineth are 

191 hig 40d greater place. And there. 
fare they "wife <bnto whom the Lordhath 
gi tens | recog \trrd hath exalted and ſet 
Mhem ehoutetbars are eſpecially ly bound in 
IS | regard 


| Dedicatotii: © _—* 

'l of their places, and the goodneſſe ae 
f oo red ta them, 'to renter thankes 
tothe Lord, by ſhewing obedience to him, 
and hanins carefull' ouer(ight of them 
which are winder their authoritie and go- 
wernment. The. ag the Lord 2 


= 
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"  ſmmgs: that ſo you may in time proone ſo. 
godly and ſo Jealous in' religion, and ſo: 
good a patron for Gods church,as that moſt. 
noble, honorable,and renowned lord Fran«. 
cis Earle of Bedford, your honors grandfa- * 
ther, while#t he liged was. 1 
** "And the more to mooue both your ho+ 
nours to keepe on this godly exerciſe, aud 
7n ſome good meaſure to pradtiſe in your 

. ſenerall charges the "ane paper du- 
ries contained herein, and ſo further to 


proſecute thoſe other 'neceſſarie parts, 


which you haue yet in ſome part preter- 
OE as alſo to Hirre wp others of your 
Honours kinred and acquaintance to tread 
the ſame paths, and to walke in the ſteps 
which other the godly hane gone before*: I 
am bold to offer to the conrteons acceptats- 
onof both your Honors thus little treatiſe, 
Of the necelsitie and profit that com- 
meth by catechiſing : not oxely of the mi- 
niſter in hus flocke and pariſh , but alſo 0 
euery houſholder in his charge and family. 

Which if it may (throueh the working of 
| | Go 
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j 120475, 414477 others, wnto whoſe hands it 
al come, that it may breed diligence fo 
j performe this moſt. nerdfull dutie of tea- 
thoſe vnder their gauttnement, or 
elfe(to ſee them taught) by ſame ather to 
I feare the Lord (4thing that God [eo often 


r ho- Commannaethz.aud the godiy ins the for- 
al | wer ages ſo painefully op per- 

F apt formed,and theſe our miſerable agies and 

a Ute times of” palpable darkene(ſe in ſo cleare 
&r 19} light of the Goſpell requireth) 1hane the | 
arts, | thing which with heart and mind I wiſh, 
Tere | indmmbft. heartely pray. for. And.God 7 
Jour } truſt ſhall be —_ glorified by the know- 
read ledge and gealy. conuer ſation of ſuch, as 
ft PI by this meanes ſhall receine inſtrattion 


in AE things, more: they are yet moit 
Far onorant. ..,... 

riſe, T hs humbly praying your Honours to 
om accept of my dutifull good will, and to 
Ares _- my boldneſſe - 1 beſecch God for 
his Givi ſake to adorne you both more 


ily. ky and 


| ki} DOT. wc wp in our Ho: 
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" TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie, 
and more in this Mow dos rhe Pirit of 
grace, and to furniſh you boi 
with all ſpiritaall & heauenty knowledge, 
to theexpreſiing of the ſame in the feutts\ 
of your moſt holy and bleſſed callings, to 
"the glorie of our heauenly father, the 
ood example of others,and gy © nn 
Sc ſaluztionin 
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5 Mong the ma-' 

;;nitold*and ſuns ' 

dtie duties; there 

\4 DA -is/ none” almoſt 

>) more'ofren com- 
« manded-/in the A 

Scriptures of theineq. 9. _ 

old ds new a Tatargeriepribake the diliz $.7.6 11.19 

n- | gent labour arid 'traucll ofparents,, | 4 

:- Iſnchaghaue families,in training vp their; 

\ +) { children 8-ſeruants inthe feare and ſer=i 

4: Juice of the Lord : in ſo much as God: 

52 Jhimſclfe highly-commendeth Abraham? 

L for this dutie, Gen. 18.19; and faith thar: 

hee-would-nor: keepe from him that: 

Ewhichhe ment to doc tothe Sodomits, 

Bfor thar hee did know that _2brahamr : 

would conumaund his ſonnes, and his- 

EET nn Ot Org houſhold 


> —o—_—d 


x2  Tothe Reader. 
EL hooſhold afrer him,to kcepethe w 
theLord.; ro,doe righte eouſi | 
indvement; [There-is none << vs (lam | 
fare) but hee glorierh ro be rearmed the 
ſonne.or daughter of faithfull 4braham, 
andit is the name, which the ſcriptures 
viero giue to the godly t1ritanderh vs. 
therefozewpan;chat welabour diligent: 
ly robe anfwerable to this glorious. ti- 
tle; that weda well like to Fa called by. 
As manythen ashaue families,as Abra-; 
bam had,ifthey hauc as great a deſire in; 
..deed to cxpreſſethe vertues ofthargod- 

- 1y Patriarch, asthey inword.doe glory, 

\.to:be reckoned; his feed 3 muſt; amonglt. 

_ other things; haue an clpecialland.cax>! 
neſt. _ to_bee like vnto; him in; this: 
peinr, forthe:which God himſelfe doth, 
ſadrighly commend him, nameiy inthe; 
opdly- cducatian: and: bringing vp: of! 
thoſe of their. families/in thertue fear! 
of God, aiidin the grounds of Qhriſtie, 
anacligiany: which. ditie: God ſo ofreg} 
cemmandeth;:8& in performance Wheryy 

EE: | of. 


ures 
thvs 
zent- 
15. tl. 


dby. 


ſbra-. 


re 11 


pod- 


lory, 
neſt 
Cal»! 
this: 
Joth; 
the: 


 Ntheir fingersend,8 haue learned aptly 
Rory RS 


Wi + 


of; the godly 5 whoſe commendations 


| are'in the Goſpell; haue (o painetully 
f and faithfully-rrauclled. Nay, it may ' 
appeare long before Abrahams time; Geng 4. - 


by the cuſtome of 4am his fonnes, in 
offeringfacrifice ymo the Lord, 'that he 
had carefully trauclled and laboured 
incatechifing them, andin planting re- 


ligion in his houſe', and familie. 'Yea 


and many generationsafter him,religion 
being at decay : it was renewed by the 


godly trauell and diligence of Sherh, 


which could- not: otherwiſe be , butby 


his training vp ofthoſe which apper- 


teined' vnto him,- inthe ſeruice of the 


Lord; Gene.q.16. 6 | 
*-:The like may be ſaid alſo of Noah, in 
whoſe familic- continued the+true reli- 
gion, when asall the world beſides was 
waſtied away with the flood, Gere. 7. 
IO 6 

:Alfothe little childrenin thenew te- 
ftament haue the words ofthe Palme 
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To the Reader. 
to applie-it vnto Chriſt, ſinging vnto 
him for his welcome'into the temple; 
Hoſanna the ſonne of Danid; which pros 


- ueth their vertuous and godly educatt- 
_ on, Matth.21.15 :as contratiwile,' the 


rude boyes' mocking. of the. Prophet 
Eliah,calling him bald-pate, bald-pate, 
is a ſhrewde fi onethatthey were but il 
inſtructed, & were by:two beares torne 
all in pieces fortheir lo doing, ry, 5 
23.24. 

Solongas the ſpnneand che moone 
endureth, ſhall the zcalousendeuourof 
that moſt+ Chriſtian capraine Cornelius 
in this reſpe@ bee remembred;, whois 
faid to haue feared God himſelte, ahd all 
his houſhold;:_4#.16.2: Neither'canT 
here ler-paſſe the vertwous trayning vp 
of godly Timothie , whom rhe Sctip- 
tures record-of a childiro haue bene jn- 
ſtructed and learned in the vnderſtan- 
ding and knowledge: of the word ofthe 
Lotd, 2:Timo 1.5; and 23.15; And wee 
have | mor alone the examples of godly 


-ynto 


mple; 
1 pros 
ucath- 
-.'the 
5phet 
pate, 
Jt 11þ 
Lorne 
T2; 


o0ne 
relius 
ho is 
14 all 


canT 


men in this behalfe ſer forch for ys to fol: 
low; but we read alſo thatdiuers zealous 
and Chriſtian gentlewomen, who as 
they haue- bene forward andearneft in 
the loue of the truth, ſo there is ikewiſe 
nodoubt, but that they haue diligently 


labopred ſo farre-as vato them -apper- 


tained ,-to hauevertuous and Ghriſtian 
families, Lydeathe Thyaterian,a purple 
ſeller, was a,ttue-worſhipper of the true 
God,being nor onely faithfull her ſelfe, 
buthadalſo a godly and Chriſtian fami- 
lie. AF.16.14. At Theflalonica we tead 
that:many of the chiefe women belee- 
ued'the Apoſtle S. Paul hispreaching, 
afid that there was dayly conference of 


the ſcriptures, whether the things were 
| fo, 4#.4.11.13. which exercilettjt were 


vied with vs in our houſholds after {cr- 
mons, it were to be hoped.that our chil- 
dren and ſeruants, which nowAarerude 
and ignorant, would then become both 
moredutifull and alſo more- religious. 
Dorcas at. [oppa,and Damarisat Athens, 
ewo 


at "/ calc 
T3 k F 4 6 . f - 


evvoaihfall women, and belecuers,are 
eonimended fortheir godlincſle. AF,g; 
36.4n417.34. Whois ignorant. of the. 


ſingular commendation. which Pawl gj+ 
uethto Phebe, Tothe faithfull-8 harbe- 
rous ſeruantof thecchurch of Cenchrea? 
Rom 6.1,2. cMarie,Tryphena,Tryphoſa; 
ic/ rs art are famous 1n Scripture 


for their fingular faithfulneſſe and great 


labour inthe Lord, Rows:16:3.12:VV hat 


ſhould-Iſpeake of the godly gentlewss | 


men, which followed Chriſt, and mini- 
"-ſtred vnto hisnecelsicies, amogſt which 
was [0am the wite of Chuza: Herods 
ſteward; Luke 8.3. Lows the grandmo- 
ther of T: +mothie,of whomwe haueſpo- 
ken before; are remembreg of the Apge 
{tle S. Pazlfor their ynfained'faith;. and 


godly care: for Chriſtian:education, of | 
Timothy, albeit his father was a Grecian, 


and ſofarreas may begathered, an yn- 
belecuer;, 2:74mo1.5. AdZ16.1: yntoall 
theſe may bee added the.norable Ladie 


vnto whom Toh writerh,and treatly re» I 
-, loyceth, | 


—_ y ; 42 "'S Ss. 
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ioyceththatherchildren-walked inthe. 2 
| ruth, whereby may appeate her carctull 
diligenceforche nurteringand! trayning 


them vp incheinſtrutionand informa» 
tiorzofthe Lotd.2:76hn3. Ephe.6.4. Be- 
ing'therefore(gentle Reader)compaſied 


with ſo great a cloud of witneſles, Heb. 


rs. All godly miniſters, parents,mtors, 
ſchoolemaſters; and houſholders, arcih 
the name-of God'ro/bee exhorted that 
they would: cheetefully and. courage- 
oully goc on-in that good'way which 


they have begun, and ſo to' con:inue 
 forththelawdable. race that here' is-ſet 
. forth and chalkedout, in providing for 


thediligent earcchiſing andinftruction 
of -rheir houſes and families-inthe true 
knowledge' of God, and principles of 
Chriſtian: religion: which dutie; inthe 


firſt and beſt-times of the! frimithe 


Churchwas:thought ſo neceflarie and 

needfull, thatthey had thoſe, which'df 
purpoſe attended on this office: yea arid 

for > rainy was the diſcipline ofthat age, 
| that 


, _— 4 $4 E ER 
coun Set; , wo OO 
: Ce eo yn 
I > tet woe ee 
Me. 


24 Ve 7 ene ARA: . f 
4 L £ 


wy > TP SIE PE 
> ot > OO F 


yw+ py 
- < , _ * "A 
> £ ME aa 
a v 
2d ES IRS-+% $4 . 
A GE 


ee ere one 


FT ©" OY —”  _ + _ X 
, T7 yo - pecathrecah 4 q 
mp , BY , IMA __ , CCC EICNSENITES "2 
<< SR a ah oy's A 4 "WY ac uv EI 46-h 
oy, - $i Doe. 7" 4 HF, Pn. Te FI. / $ ['s 
= -— lily deed TIN EI ger oe Wt "——_— $ 
er ET Ss ER IR Re COONS Y : _ pe ne erage " 4 "3 te, 
— bd - Sant ere A p 1” an 2-9 -_ — : 
— 2 —_— __ —_ _ _ ] 
" ET RY y q — o __ 
_ , * 
. n 
Ps - b +60 = mge—— 
, TI 
. 
FA 


—_ —_ 
rn 2 y 
_  — 


kt 35% : WO EIN 
I JE » © 
- cx" &X 
Kel SI k ; 
s 4 » 
7 n / :-O& hd 
LP . 3 * $3- 7 #- a 
SEAS” +, © 4 $ 
. 8 # C ve 
S, G 2 » 
*Þ - of , 
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0-410 SSL GOIIOT » 
fred not thoſe-rhat were 
tic, or the doarine of the beginning of 
Chriſt,to.comewithinthe Church; but 
keepethema loofe without, in aplace} 
by.chemſelues, as ic naightbenow with || 
VS1O the Church porch, 8 BHESIES ; 4 [92198 | 
-Ttis moſtlamentablecoconſider.pal- 
pable ignorance that: yer-remaineth: in | 
aninfintnimber ofpeople throughout | 
this land, (efpecially-where/inſufficiency 
-mituſtershaueplace;and wherecatecht- 
fing isnotvſed)who albeircheylive ina 
-,datmnable eſtate, yer theirmanner 15t0 
footh'vp: themſclues,, as though they] 
were ont ofall daunger,, andin a moſt 
happyeſtate;T heir blindjgnorance:and 
;popiſhpoints,they'maketro goe forcurs 
 zantknowledge: fooliſh phantaſies anal 
-preſumptuous;for trucſauing faich, club 
line, and the Jeauing-ofſome fGanes, for 
Farvig repentance: thefayidg ofthe Lords: 
- Prayer, and other whiles of the articles: 


"dement 


ot] detments for truc / and' heartie prayers. 
| Sothar in very truth ic would: moue pi. 
:off tie in the heart of any mano ce every 
1 where ſo. many ſortiſh\ and ignorance 
people in ſuch a wofull and miſerable - 
condition. And therefore ſuch-miniſters 
+274 as haue any conſcience of the ſaluation 
Fal-J of Gods people, as alſo all Chriſtian 
110] houtholders, are earneſtly in Gods be- 
Qut j halfe to be exhorted, that they would 
ett lay to their helping hands in this caſe, 
k- | and to doetheirindeuourwith all care 
aaſ & diligence to help theſe ignorantpeo- 
0 j ple ourofthis miſery,and co bring them 
ey ro truc knowledge , vnfained farch, and 
oft ] ſound repentarice. But woe and alas for 
nd || gricte;as the moſt part, cuenof our prea- 
5 ching miniſters, who after a ſort and for 
nal Þ Come cauſesare willing and carefull that 
a F their pariſhioners on the Sabboth daies 
or | ſhold heare the word of God to beread = 
& {| and preached by them, and the Plalmes 
es | tobereuerently ſung together: butthat 
their people (both old & young)ſhould 
be catechiſed ofthem Granting both 
| r@ 
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To the Reader. 
tothe law of God,and ouriland) this du- 
rie they altogether i ina maner leave vn- 
done :euen'o likewiſe the greateſt part 
of our Engliſh proteſtant parents and 
and houſholders atc deſirous and care- 
full,that not onely themſclues,and their 
wiues, but alſo that their children & ſer= 
vants, (eſpecially on the Sabboth dais) 
ſhould publikely heare Chriſt, inandby 
his word talking & ſpeaking vnto them? 
but that Chriſt ſhould be heard priuatly 
in their houſes talking and ſpeaking vn- 
ro them, by the reading of the holy 
ſcriptures, by carechiſing, by ſinging of 
Pſalmes, and by prayer ; theſe holy du- 
ties are by them almoſt 'cuery where 
_ neglected. And yerit cannot be ſhewed, 
that God his religion hath taken any 
good cffeftin any towne, and thatthe 
people are truly broght to ſound know: 
ledge and right obedience to God and 
his maicſtie,but where catechiſing is di- 
ligently praQiſed both by miniſters 
publikely, and by houſbolders priuatly. 
And, as many Chriſtian parents deſerue 
| commenda-. 


| egos. 


TFoobs indir, 
commendation,fortharcheyobe carefull 
to kave their childre trained/8 brought 
vp inlearning,finging,aud playing vpon 
inſtruments, and'in:rherknowledge of 
languages; (which duties euen! Papiſts 
Atheilts, :yca.Pagans-and-Fnfidels doe 
performe afwell as" they); So on the 
contrarie , They are worthy: blame, for 
that they doe nor ſce their hildren in- 
ſtrated and taughtinthe grounds and 
principels of Chriſtian religion by cate- 
chiling, whereby they may-'both 'be 
made the fitter, 8 moreableto worſhip 
and ſerue Godin aright manner, 8& alſo 
may ynderitand with more. profit rheir 
paſtor when he preacheth. Sothar ofall 
charges thar-parents bear inbringing vp 
cheir children,that coſt is beſt beſtowed 
which'is ſpent in learning, 'eſpecially if 
therewithall they be rightly and faich- 
fully catechiſed. For what- is learning 
without ſound religiom As good notto 
be learned, asnotto hauelearning,which 
15not ſeaſoned with godlineſle, ws true 


"a A 


Ram, f. 
. © 

OF W 

- we. 


—- 


et on 
"= . "> 


-Tothe Readey. 


knowethydo-thinke it a very honorable 


anda goodly thing(as itis indeed) to be 
called a husband, a father, or-a maſter; 
and yet intrarh,do neuer conſider what 
a great and waighrty charge he vndergo- 
eth, whenſocuer he becommeth a huG 
band , afather, ora maſter. of a familie. 


| Therfore thezcale of Gods glory ought 


to harden his face, and to be yery ſeuere 
againſt ſuch:of his houſhold as:be pro» 
phane, wicked, deceiptfull perſons, eye- 
{cruants, ſuch as fearenot God, and will 
not ſubmit and yeeld themſelues ſubie&t 
to godly orders and holy. cxerciſes. of 
religion: fuch he ought not to fuffer to 
dwell vaderthe roote of his houſc, orto 
thruſttheir feet vnder his table ; yea his 
cyc oughtnot to ſparethem, if they be 
vngodly,though they be his children,8c 
might gaine/him neuer ſo much by their 
ſcruice;but either to puniſh and reforme 
them, or elſe:to baniſh them from his 


Houſe, ?/ala013.. &+. For much better 


is the roome of ſuch, then their compa- 
— SIO og 


| PS < RE - 
nie. Andcontrariwiſc heoughtts make 


much ofthem that be faithfull and feare 


God: and ſo ſhall God be greatly glori- 
fied, and his conſcience quieted and dif- 
charged, Pſal 15.4. POT 


-Nowifir ſhould be demarnided(as of- 


rentimes itis)whart is the canſe, thar ſo 


many parents, and maſters, both-in city 


and countrey, do ſo much complaine of 
the difobedicn e;difloyalry, varruſtines, 
loytering 8: ynfaithfulnefle'oftheir chil- 
dren 8 ſeruants. Ir may truly be anſwe- 
red, that it only cometh hereof, becauſe 
they be ſo careleſſe 8 negligent in com- 
OY and ſeeing them toſanCtific and 

cep holy the Sabboth day,whereprea- 
ching and catechiſing is vied, as by the 


- fourth commandement they be charged 
todoez & in not examining and catechi- 


ſing them ar home. Exod.20.10. It can- 


'not therfore be,neirher is it to be looked 


for, that either ſubie&s, children, or ſer- 
vants will dutifully yeeld and performe | 


_ "their Chriſtian duties towards their 
ptince,parets,6maſters,vhich inequity 


A iij and 


To-the Reader. 


and conſciencetheyare: bound to'doe; 
when'ss they are1gnorantand carelefle, 
how to gine and! petformethoſe duties | 
to God, whicharedneynto God. And 
Tit therefore;if princes,parents,and maſters, 
I © be defirgus to. haue their ſubie&s,, chile 
P14 dren ,: andſeruants, diligent and eſte; 
oi obedient & dutifulltoward themlelues, 
i109 then let them'firſt be diligent and care- 
7" full chat their ſubieQs, children, and fer> || 
| uants/may be” inſtruted and trained vp 
yndertheirgouernment-by: catechifing 
and often heating of godly ſermons, thar 
lo they mayrightly.obey God,and care- 
tully ſerye lim, ashe hath:commanded _ 
in his word ;-andthus'doing, they ſhall 
not- need _to:doubr, but thatthen they 
willbe obedient, Faithfull , anddutifull 
ſubieas, ebildten, and Gervaiita towards 
.themiand theirs. For from hence itcame 
ithar Zabanconfeſiedrhat he was bleſſed 
afidenrielitd for /acobsſakezand that Po- | 
t-phare, Phargobs chicte ſteward wasalſo * | 
blefled for 1ofephs fakes & that all thathe 
went about did ra in his hand;only 
becauſe » 


we 
/ 
R 


> woes wars foicm ON? 


\S 


Cv we Oy” vw. 


_ anceof ſuch groſle ignorance, Athcilme, 


becauſe they were ſuch ſeryants as feared. 


God, and had diligentandcarcfull minds 
to ſcrue him:Gen.26 ,48&C.C-39.12.8%C.., 
And ſeeing that the ſcopeanddrift of 
this licde Treatiſe,is.to perſuadeallmini- 
ſers, ſchoolemaſters, tutors,parents,and. 
houſholders to be carctull, effeQually ro 
raiſe that dutic, namely, Catcchiſing, 
which ia very deed is one of the moſt ne- 
ceſſarieſtduties, commaunded from the 
Lord,and which oughrfairhfully and di- 
ligemly to beperformedin.cheir :lcrall 
callings, and yet generally, for the moſt 
part,is ſo catcleſly negleQed & omitted: 
L hauc once againe hereunto added ſome 
moe reaſons to.prooue.the;neceſsitic of 
catechiſing, :and the. benefir chat would 
redound & come by the diligent practiſe 
hereof,both tothe glory of Gad,and our 
own commoditie : as alſo thatthe omit= 
ting of this ſo:Chriſtian adutic,is a great 
decay to the promoting and; increaſing 
of God his :Religion throughout -our 
land :and alſo.a. meanes of the continu- 
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and yngodlineſſe of life, as yer reigneth 


cucry where, throughout his: Maieſties 
dominions., notwithſtanding, that we 


hauc had the Goſpell preached amongſt 


vs now-more than four and fortie ycares; 


as alſothatrhe notperforming hereof, is 
the cauſe of ſo much difloyaltie, vofaith- 


fulneſſe and tubbornneſle of ſubiects to- 
walds their.prince, of children towards 
their parents,of (chollers and ſcruants ta- 


wards their maſters, 8c. The 
Is i not athing greatly to be pitied, 


that toyes andtrifles, as ſquare caps, tip» 


pets,and.trunke gownes, &c.ſhould beſo 
much vrged vpon Miniſters, and that fo 
profitable-and Chriftian a dutie cuery 
where;almoſt nor tobe regarded; being 
fo carctully commaunded'to be vied and 
practiſed, both by the booke of common 
prayer,andbythe booke of Canons pub- 
liſhed 2571,as alſo by che high Commil- 
fioners1576-2'+ | 

WW kat is-this els, but toftraine at a 
gg {wallowa.camell2totyth mint, 
and anaiſc, and cummin, and to lkeaue 
Fee the 


© uiſchoweither by this, or by ſome other 


_ thisbe Jour; will be a meanes to make 


1n:more ſafetie every way, than all the 


— world, without it,can cuer bringto paſſe. 


Torhe Reader, 
theweightier matters of the lawynper-' 
formed 2 Marth.23.23.24; Wherefore: 
iris much to'be wiſhed; that-1t would: 
pleaſe the'godly gouernors of this land; 
rotead this lirclo booke, and thento de- 


better:meanes;there may be diligent; ef. 
feQtuall, and generall catechiſing of the 
inhabitants throughout cuery pariſh in 
this land. VV hichvndoubtedly;yntill ir 
be brought to'pafle, wharmeans locuer 
ls beyſed to make the people durifull 
and obedient to God and their prince, 
they will never without this beefteQual; 
ro any good-purpoſe. For affuredly if 


this land within ſhort time ( if it were 
viedas it ſhouldbe)' ſtronger againſt all 
ourenemiesdomeſticallandforrain,and 


ſirength and policics' otherwiſe'in the 


Touching the booke' it ſelfe, I con- 
feſle,that iris plainand homely, and not 
garniſhed-with eloquence, nor full of 
great 
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To the Reaatr, 
otcatcynning,nor beautified with flow- 
ers of mans wifdome;neither yer doth it: 
diſcourſe or tteat of high or dark things;; 
neither's it ſtuffed withſubtile queſtions: 
and arguments , nor-yet- endited with, 
rhetoricall 'and- eloquent ſtile, as thoſe: 
commonly. be which are-propounded,; 
and (cr forth to the world, rather. for: 
boaſting andyaine-glorie ſake, than- for: 
any deſire to-edifie ; and to.doe, others; 
good. But:yetthis I may+ruly 8& boldly 
ſay to thei commendation hereof, -that: 
which I my ſelfe by experience and pra- 
iſe haue found , thatic broughtgreat 
profitto the increaſe of knowledge and; - 
godlinefle tothe people where I:dwelt::: 
beſides the reſtimonie/8 report of ſome: | 
men famous in - our Church borh !for 
learning: and godlineſſe,-who likewiſe. 
by the praftiſe hereof, hane confeſled, 
thatit hath & will greatly further knows-.. 
ledgeand godlinefle, and:much-benefir- 
Gods Church,where itſhall be carefully 
and faithfully yſed,8&c. 1 ne! 
HAS +: Alchough 


Tothe ptadey. 


A rongh itbe(I confeſs) avery dif A nuts] 


ficulr & hard thing\to preſcribeand ;, for Cy 
ſetdowna 5mm rr dire&forme tobe 


vſed in catechiſin 2 ,both by the: Miniſter 
publickly,asalſo by houſholders; tutors; 


fiog; 


Ar yew ri priuately., (conſide> 


ringehe great variety vied every wherez)' 
yet notwithſtanding Tam bold: (accor- 


the experience and prattiſethat T haue 
ſecne and obſcriicd in ſome; Miniſters, 
thathaue ioyned catechifing with their 


preaching) here in few words to ſhew 


my ſimple aduicein this behalfe,becauſe 
there is not only incucrything, but. one 
excellencie or beſtneſle, bur alſo-1n the 
manner of euery thing,' 


- Firſt,che Miniſter muſt ler bis vatiſhi 


oners ſearne by;hearr ſome bricfe Cate- 


chiſme; of the quantitie of halfe a-ſheer 
of papct(eſpecially.che eldeſt folkes,and 


alſo the youngeſt ſort, who' areinot yer 


capable and able:to concemeand learne 
by hearra larger Catechiſm)and the reſt 
df his pariſhioners, who (after they hauc 


lear. 


ding to my pooretalem):and-partly by _ 
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his hearers the point 8 queſtions,which 
are ſpecially intreated off inthat rext,'8 


' Tearnedtfiislidle Carechiline)thev afide- 
wardtogetthemto learne ſome other 
godly Catechiſme (of the” quantitie of | 


rwo'orthree ſheets of tv rr the 
_ Chriſtian teligionare more 
largely and fally handled.” And as they 


ſhall learne to anſwer readily to the que-. 
ſtions without booke, ſohe muſt ſpend 


fometimecuery Sabothday (atthe leaſt) 
inthe afternoon, in'expounding publick- 


ly the ſaid queſtions and anſwers; taking - 


ſome firplace or places of Scripture to/in- 
treatypon,forthe openingand explaning 
thereof,and for the berterinſtruQion and 


cdification of his hearers. 25 


-.Orrather thus (if ir ſhall be though 
more watrantable by 'the word of God, 


and by the iudgement of the godly lear- 


ned) firſt co:'make-choice of a place” of 


' Scripture,whetein is contained a'princi- 


ple of Religion, and when he hath dif. 
courſed and:handled the dofrincs and 
queſtionsrherein; thetrto aske fome of 


ſo 


1 


y 


is 


 Tothe Reader: 


{o-orderly. from- time to. time, to goes 
through the chiefe points al Chriſtian 


religion; 


Andto theend that thei ion orant and 


yalcarneder ſort of his pariſhioners may 
the berter arraine fo the ſpecdier. IMA 


of their Catechilme, it ſhallhe. conuen 

ent that the miniſter doc aske his people 
one after another,one and the ſame que. 
ſtion, tharſo.by often hearing of ir, they 
may the more cally coceiueit.by. heart. 
Bur it his congregation be great, then it 
will be conuenient , that he deuide his 
pariſh into ſundry parts, & ſo by courſe 
orderly to- appoint all thoſe families, 
both old and yong to bee at the Church 
at an ordenarie; houre cuery Sabboth 
day(atlcalt)inthe aftcrnoone, and then 
ro. examine them particularly,ſo farre as 
they canſay of their Catechilme, which 
being done,then to go to is/exerciſe of 


expounding the queſtions, as followerh 


to. be handledthat day, And before he 
ſhall beginto explaine the ſame, irwill 
mas be yoprofitable, that hedo I 

ome 
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ſome one or ewoboycs'cucry exerciſe 
day to'reciteſo-much, 8 ſo farre of their 
Catechiſme , as they hauc alreadiclear: 
ned,when all thE peopleare come toge- 
ther;and alſo ſometimes,ro appoſethem 
inthe commandemenits;articles,aud tho 
Lords prayer,as by askingchem ſudden> 
ly out of order, which-1s:thei{ixth the 
renth;the fourth Commandementr, and 
what they learne out of them, &c, And 
ſo alſo backewards and forwards inthe 


queſtions, ofthe twelue articles, and-Sa- 
craments,and Lords prayer,8:c. And af- 


ter to ptoceed & come tothe-pointor 
points to be handled by courſe thatday, 
& therewithall to demand of one ofthe 
boyes aplace or two out of the canont- 
call (criptures;for proofe ofthe principle 


& pointrhatday to be delt in(itir benor | 


either oneef the ten comandements;or 
one of the ſix petitions ofthe Lords prai- 


er, &c. Ifthe- miniſter ſhall be diligenrin 


prattiſing of this bricfe order(nodoubr) 
bit God ſhall greatly bee glorified, his 
people profited, 8 his duty diſcharged: 

Now 


Tothe Reader. 
-.. Now touching the -order to be ob- 
ſeraed by bouſholders, this (in my opt 
nion)is beſt. Ler him appointſome cor- 
uenient time (eſpecially onthe'Sabboth 
day) either before euening prayer,or at- 
© f| ter, and alſo at'ſome other-times, on 
> | ſomeoneortwo of the working daies, 
© | as heſhal find beſt and fitteſt leifure,thar 
| his whole family may comerogether(al 


_ vaineexcuſesſetapart) andthenhe him- 
ſelfe (or elſe ſome other more fir and 

| betterablerodoe itthan himſelfe ) and 
before they begin, cither to conceiue or 

| read ſome prayer, orcls all reyercmly 
yo na to ſing a Palme, or ſome part 
one: which being done, thentotake 
ſome Catechiſme,and to examine every 
one particularly of it, ſo much as they 

| haue learned by heart,andthenthe mai. 
ter to turne to the quotations of Scrip- 
ture, andſo toread andrecitethe ſame, 
ſcruing for the proote of thequeſtion,at 

_ that time to be examined in;8zc: 

|  Irwillbealfovery neceſfary andpro- 
_ ficable,thatthe maſter of the familie doe 
= 6 _ Examine 


—————— 


"> the readers. Pl 


examine his children and ſeruants, what | 
they haue learned and brought away of 
the Sermons; heard tharday by their mi- 
niſter. This being done,letthe maſter(or 
ſome for him) cither conceiue or read 
ſome godly praicr,orels altogether fing 
a Plalme. And before they departzit ſhall 
be very requiſit,tharthe malter do aſsign | 
& pointto euery one of his familie, how 
much and how far they ſhall prouide to. 
learne againſt their next meeting, 8&c. 
Thus doing and continuing,ſo many 
houſholders,{choolemaſters,and tutors, 
as itſhall-pleaſe 'God to put in praiſe 
this ſhort direQtion (together with other | 
ſach Chriſtian dufies,as be here mentio- 
nedinthisbooke)ſhall(Tami aflured)nor 
onely by this their good-example bring 
_ great good tb/God his Church, bur alſo 
.God ſhal hereby be much glorified, their 
families greatly edified & profited, their 
conſciences exceeding]ly cotnforted, and | 
their duties diſcharged. Whicathe Lord 
for his Chriſts ſake graunt. Amen; - 


ing = Cormtne EY NO and 
| N | Chriſtian perſuafions; as well to 
= moouc andexcite all Paſtors and Mini- 


ſters, all Parents and Houſholders, as alſo all Tu- 
oO tors and Schoolemaſters, to be diligent to Carethiſe and, 
teach thr periſhioneri,children and families,their frples 
and ſcholley,. ſane Cacechiſme, containing the principles 
and grounds of Chriſt his Religion : as alſo to per-. 
ſuade all pariſhioners and families, puples 9 
and ſchollers, to endennnur.and 10 
bee willing uo learne 
zhe ſame, 


==Onſdering: the great 
Elignoranceand.clouds of 
Ydarkeneſſs, (more than £0. 10.22, 
AL darknefſe pe Egipt) 7717-2. 
© ſtcremit the' people 
Tas 0 Jiyet'in moſt Th es be 
—conered, and'ſo ouer- 
whelmed; that the light of the Goſpell of 
the elorie of Chriſt (which is the image. of 
B - - God) 


©, 


| 


The points 
handled 
herc 1n, 


Cf the v/e of 
God) doth hardly andnor atall ſhine in 
their vnbelecuing hearts: I hane therfore 
(according tothe-meaſure ofmy poore ta- 
lent)here gathered ſome reaſons and ar- 
guments,toproue,thatall mimiſters ought 


co catechiſe their pariſhioners publickely: _ 


and that parents, houſholders, tutors, and 
ſchoolemaſtersare bound to doc it priuat= 
ly totheir children, ſeruants, puples, and 


{chollers,and alſo that allmen and women” 


of all eſtates and degrees(which haue not 
alreadie conceined 1n heart the grounds 
of Chriſtian rel1g10n)- ought-of bounden 
dutie tolearne the Catechiſine,&to yeeld 
areaſon of their faith vnto their miniſters, 
&c. So that by the means and helpe here. 
of, they may both be reader and the more 
diligent hereafter to performe the ſame, 
andalfo that they may hereby.(if they art= 
rentiuely marke what ſhall be ſaid hereof) 
be the better furniſhed and prouided to 
anſivere all ſuch as be enemies and hinde- 
rers of the ſame, &c. | 

The ſcope and drift of this little Trea- 


tie(Chriftian Reader)is,not onely toper- 


ſuade cuery Miniſter to be carcfulland di- 
lIigent publickely and particularly to mo. 
i chile 


, 


It 
Fe 
d 

d 
ot 

> 

> 

| 

| 


| {Aatechj, Aſs 
chiſe his patiſhioners, old and-young, and 
to-examine them 1n the-principles'and 
grounds of Chriſtian Religionan ſuch or- 
der and forme of a Catechiſme,as ſhall by 
his excellent Mateſtic and the godly lear- 
ned be thought and iudged molt profita- 
ble for the people tolearne:; but allo here- 
by all parents and houſholders, as alſo all 
tutors and ſchoolemaſters are hkewiſe ex- 


* horted to be both careful and diligent:to 
_ waterthatan their ſeuerall houſholds and 


charges,which the Miniſters ſhal publick- 
ly plant at the Church (as by the word of 
God they are afſuredly enitoyned and re- 
quired)otherwiſe, the Miniſters pains and 
trauell herein will not be ſo fruirfull and 
effcuall, as /( by performing hereof) 1t 


mighe be, 


And further, all pariſhioners, puples, Who aaa 
children, ſchollers, and ſeruants, are hke- be catechi» | 
wiſc hereby exhorted to ſubmitand yeeld fd. - 


themſelues to:bee catechiſed, examined, 
and inſtrafted in the principles of religion 
by their paſtors, parents, tutors, maiſters, 
and ſchoolmaiſters. This being done,there 
follow ſome inconueniences,. which ariſe 
for want of praftiſe hereof, with certaine 


b, 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


© Ok w/e of 


obieRions whichare anſwered, 


Whar aCa- | Bur forthe better-vnderſtanding here. 
techilmeis, of, the carefall Reader 1s 'to'obſerue and 


ynderſtand, that by a Catechiſme 1s:here 
meant a briefe dotrin framed for youth & 
the ruder ſort, containing/in1tthe ſurnme 
of the dottrine of the Law and Goſpell,or 
of Chriſtian Religion,which being delhue- 

red,is required againe at the hands of the 


_ auditors, Geneſ.17.1..& 22;28, Heb. 6.r. 


Exawples whereof ( God bee thanked) 
there are abroad in print amongſt vs in 
England good {tore : in. which: plentie, 
God hath fo promded forvs,that whether 
we defire to haue' the fiiftand neceflarie 
principles of our Chriſtian religion , ſet 
downe in fejy words,or in many : or whe- 
ther we be deſirous to heare the felfeſame 

iudgement of diuerſemenvpon onemat- 
ter, yet in diverſe words,andafter diucrſe 


' manners .exprefled, we may herein be fa- 


What Ca- tisfied. Now;to catechiſe, fignifieth pro- 
techiſing is perly to teach,'to-traine, or inſtruct by 


word mouth, 1o as the doQtrine, and 
things gmen out, may be required agame_ 
of the learners, or morebrietely thus : It 
is an inſtraCtion eſpecially of the 1gnorant 

in 


inthe preninincl Religion, ; 


reaſon of the ſame : ſo then it appeareth 


that he1s not a righe Chriftian,who know-- 


Now for as much as all Chriſtians has ex-. ; 1 
preſly warned by S.Peter to be inarcadines'r,Per.3. rg. | 
toyceld anaccount of theirfaith boldly(& - *. | 
yetwithamecke ſpirit, and full of godly”. 
reuerence) to all thoſe that demaund a 


by this,thatthe dutie of atrue Chriſtian is 
to haue readie in heart and mind ſome 
briefe reſolution, and ſome of the: princi- 
pallpoints of Chriſts religion,and princi- 
pall reaſons, whereby he may (in his place 
and calling) on-the one part repell and 
withſtand the enemies of the truth,and be 
readic to communicate hisſpirituallriches 
and knowledge toall men. For we fay, 


cth not whathe belecueth, nor why and 
wherefore he beleeuethir.. 

And as the Scripture in many places/lere. 23.1,2. | 
chargeth the Paſtors and Miniſters to feed r—_ 34-3. 
their flockes with the word. of God, the: 1 anNG, Y 
onely nouriſhment of their ſoules : FA the'r.Per.5.2. 
ſame flockes on their parts muſt vnder- 
ſtand and learne that which they teach. 
them,to be edified and comforted therby.. 

For faith ſtandeth not in ignorance,bur in 
B uy know- 


if 24.6. 10s 
i Loaf 112, 


Of the wſe. of 
knowledge, and that not-onely of .God, 
bur alſo'of rhe will of God ;:ſo that the 
kingdome of God is not a kingdome of ig= 
norance,but of faith,and conſequently of 
knowledge,confidering that a man cannot 
belecue that which he knoweth nor : for. 
who can fay, that he hath faith in Chrilt,- 


when he knowetly not Chriſt © So that 


where faith is not;there 15 no Chriſtianitte, 
no life, no faluation ; andif no faluation, 
then no Chriſt,noGod: for God is notthe 
God of the dead, but of the liuing : and 
le withour: faith we cannot, and to haue: 
faich ordinarily without preaching and ca- 
techifing 1s vnpoſs1ble. 

And doe. we not daily pray as we are. 
taugbt,7hy kingdome come £ Now if we ſpeak 
not like to Parrats and Popintaycs in 
words without vnderſtanging, then rhis 1s 
our meaning : Letthy ſpirit,O Lord,beare 
rule in our hearts, and the knowledge of 
thy word lighten the eyes of our minds. 
And what doe we elſe (I pray you) but 


 dallie with the Lord, if we pray ftll for - 


knowledge, and yet fleepe and he drow- 
ned in the deepe gulfe of 1gnorance*Doth 


not the Apoſtle alſo exhort vs, that wee 
ſhould . 


like to cruants,alwaies. ſticking at one leſ- 


tocome tothe knowledge of the truch©IF 


therefore, as'the ſtate of thoſe people 1s 


ſhould goe ſtill forward, and increaſe in c,,c.c6, Wii 
the knowledge of God, and to be 'groun- 27-08 
ded and rootedin the faith,and nor to: be 


ſon, as thoſe women did, whom he repor- - 
teth to be cuer learning, and neuer able 2,77 m.z.7; 
Pauleſoſcucrely.condemneth them,which, 
alway learning , yet.neuer-come to the 
knowledge of truth 5 how much more 
gricuousreproch doe they deſcrue,that of 
purpoſe ſtudie to. know: nothing © And 


moſt miſerable, which remaine in 1gno- 
rance of the truth,cucnasit were in apal- 
pable and thicke: darkenefle ; ſo much 
more perillous and dangerous is the ſtate 
and condition of thoſe that hate and fie 
thelight of the.truth. Andalthough both 
are greatly to be lamented, yertitis better 
to haue todo with thoſe people whichare 
zgnorant, and 'yetwilling to learne, then 
with them which are delighted with their 
blindnefle and ignorance: becauſe it 15a 
grear deale more tollerable to be ignorant 
than not tobe willing tolearne. For ſuch 
people muſt needserreintheir hearts,and p/z495,10, | 
 R. - be 
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* 
| .,_ thing of ſaluation. And yet S: Þbn-ſayth, 
1ohn.27.3. That thisislife'cucrlaſting,to know God, 


and him whom he hath fenr;:Iefus Chriſt. 1 
E/2.1.3-4-9 And the Prophet Eſay reproueththe peo- 


Pr 5-3: ple,who by reaſon of their ignorance,and 
112929 lacke of vnderſtanding ,/ were: become 
worſe thanthe:Oxeand che Afle, And Da- 


id exhorteth Chrittans, that they ſhould 
S's not be hke horſes and mules, which haue. 


| novnderftanding./And our Sautour Ohritt 

Ma, 22.29, plainely faith; Thar this 1s the: cauſe why: 

 _ menare deceined; becauſe they know nor 

| the Scriprares : and for that-they haue 

7oh.z. 19-44 more delight in darkenefle then mm light : 

| 22-35- andthatif the blind lead the blind, they 

Mat5.1 ſhall both fall inco-the ditch and pit of 
perdition. * -- 

It willſerneno man to any purpoſe, to 

alleadge ignorance for his cxcuſc before 

| God : for our Sauiour Chriſt ſath,The ſer- 

Luk, 12:47.48 uant that knew his mailters will, and pre- 

ared not himſelfe, neither did-according 


co his will , ſhall be beaten with manie 
{tripes : but he'thar knew it nots' and yer? 


ud com mit things! wortlie of itripes, ſhall 
| be 


Eſ«$9.20, - be clothed with darkeneſfe, and-grope for 
| their way,asat midnight, which knew no- 


— | 


{ bebeaten withfeiy {tripes. Tl he Apoſtle al 


"Catechifing. 


ſo fath;:as-many-as: haue ſinned withoug Rew. 2, 124 
theilaw,ſhall periſh alſo without: the law, 
And againe he faith: It1sa righteous thing 2. Theſ. 1,6, * 


euerlafting deſtruſtion, 


with\God;' to: recompence tribulation to 7,89. 
them that trouble you, and to you which 

are troubled,reftanddehuerance with vs, 4 
when the Lord: Iefus ſhall ſhew-himſelfe "i 
from heauen with his mightie Angels, in 
flaming fire ,, rendering vengeance-vnto 
them:that doe not know God, and which 
obey not vnto the Goſpell of ourLord Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, which ſhall be puraſned with 


By: this then: that hath porn: ids it 
doth-:manifeſtly appeare,what ſhall be the 
end-of thoſe: that die without faith ,- al- 
though they be ignorant-; for their 1gno-: 
rance cannot ſerue them for a cloake or 
couering, to. abſolue and ſer them free: 
fromthe indgement of God. Lenit.42. 

- /Moreoucr, cuen the heathenmwen doe 
confelle; that it 15ſhame fora man to. bee: 4,;f.8hee. 
ignorant in that:which cuery man ovght 4b.3. 
to know. Yea, he may be:thoughtto be a 
brute beaſt amopg men,that knowethnot 


thathe ought to know ,and he that know- 
| eth 


P £5 P y©a0Y p 
'a- 1} 
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eth no more than he hath need of,isaman 


among brute beaits:.Buthe that knowerh 


all that may be knowne, isasagod among 
men. : | 5 Oy 
Yer an infinit. number which carry-the 


name of Chriſtians, are and will be 1gno« 


rant, and yet neither confeſſe 1t, nor be a- 
ſhamed of itar all, bur rather reſt and're= 
 maineſtill in blindnefſe and 1gnorance, as 


itwere ina molt ſure fafetic and defence, 
not vſing or ſeeking any ordinarie meanes 


to come out of it; | 
| The beathenmangloried and bragged 
that he waxed old with learning . There- 


fore ſuch as profeſſe themſelues to: bee - 


Chrittians,be thrice miſerable,if they-ſhall 
wax old with profiting nothing|, whoſe 
faith ought to increafe and goe forward by 
all degrees of ages, tillit grow vp to aper- 
fect man in ChrittTeſus, Fpbe.4+1 3. 


A OOooiES | ood oo... ans 


Inmans law we fay,lenorantia turunonex=. 


cuſart,&c. The ignorance of the law excu- 


ſeth no man,and bringreaſon for it;faying 
that euery man oughr to learne the lawes: | 


6f his countrey, ſo farre as they concerne | 


him, and if hee doe not, it 1s his owne 
default. * 


Now 
\ 


' 
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' wantof ſpirituall light, and knowledge in 


Catechiſing, © 


. Now .in Gods law it is a common thing. 


withmoſtmen to be ignorant, &'to abide 


(as the Scripture ſaith)in darkneſſc,wher- E/a6.9.10. 


by 1s ſignified blindnefle of :mind , and 00 
: | ; Mat.4.16. 
Chrift;and yet they thjnke to eſcape, yea, ; a 


though their ignorance be altogether wile 1hn.8.12.49 | 
full .. But herein (alas) they greatly de- , 12.48. * 
celue themſelues, + . IE a = | 

The Minitſter he 1sto performe this dutie 8 Theſ. ww | 


. intworeſpetts;Firit,as he is a houſholder, r.7e: 2.9. 


. anda priuat perſon, to-catechuſe his fam» 1.1. 2.8.9, 
The Mint- 


lie. Secondly, as he is a Miniſter, and ſoa -**. rms 
publicke perſon,. to catechiſe his pariſhio-, ** "bile 
ners. Touching the fir{t,the Apoſtle requis in cwo re. 
reth, that euery faithfull minitter,1.77m. 3, ſpetts. 
45551112, 7381.6. be ſucha one as-15 qua» 

lihed wich theſe, duties amongſt others, 
namely,'that he-can rule his owne houſe 

honeſtly; hauing children ynder. his obe+- 

dience with all honeſtie, For if any cannot 

rule his owne houſe, how ſhall he care for 

the Church of God 7 Likewiſe , his wife 


muſt be honeſt,no.cuull ſpeaker,but ſober 


andfaithfullinallthings, yea,ſuch a one 
(faith the Apoſtle) he oughtrobe, as.can 
rule hischildren well, being faithtull chil- 
aoaing=m tbh oo hs 5 
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— 


= Us te aA CA er As ere 9 ge. 2 eee 


Of thewſeof 
dren, neither are diſobedient,and canrule 
his own houſhold. But this cannot beper= 


formed andbroughr to paſſe, without hee | I 


doe carefully catechiſe them, inteaching 
them the principles of Chriſtian Rehgion; | 
The neglect of this dutie in thoſe Mini- 
ſters that be preachers,is in very deed the 
cauſe why their preaching taketh ſolictle 
effe& amonglt there pariſhioners, in that 
they ſee io little morrification of life, {o 
little godlinefle. in their wines, children, 
and familie ; fo much misbchautour in: - 
word and deed,and {ce them ſo irreligious! 
in miſpending the Sabboth, in vanities, 
and vngodly exerciſes: which bringethnot 
onely a ſlaunder to their profeſs10n, but: 
alſo is caule of great offence to their peo=: - 
ple.For asfor idle ſhepheardsandreading- ' 
Miniſters, as they cannot performe' this: 
dutie publickly, forhey generally for the: 
moſt part leaue it vnperformed priuatly,as: 
may appeare'by the palpable ignorance: 
and vngodlineſſe,thattoo manifeſtly is'to 
be ſeene in their wiues, children, ard fer-' 
wants, whom I leaue to anſwere for this 
default tothe Lord, ſeeing that the moſt, 
of thicm, as in reſpect of their I" 
| ha 


” 


"Xs 


""Catechifenge 
had need tobe Katechiſed themfelues. And 
yetof both, the preaching Miniſter, if he 


line not orderly and chriſtianly,according 


to his profeſs10n,ismore hurtful, For when 


the-dumbe+Miniſter either committeth | 
any-notoriqus ſinne,ligeth licentioufly,or 


tollerateth any ſuperſtition : yet the peo- 
ple doe not take ſo great offence by it, as 


when he that is a preacher,doth the ſame, 
| becauſethey thinke that he islearned,aud 
therefore ſuppoſe, that he, would: neither 


doe nor allow any thing that is euill or ſu- 
perftitious, and ſohis-finne 1s the greater, 
Forwoe be to the. man by whom: the of- 
fence commeth, Matth, 18.6.7. To him 


_ thatknoweth how-to doe well,:and doth 
 1tner,to himitis finne, lan. 4.17. Thou 


therefore (faith the Apoſtle) which tea- 
cheft another, teacheſt thounotthy ſelfe © 
thou'that preacheſt, a man ſhould not 


8. fſtcale,doeſtthou Reales &c, Row. 2.21,22. 


For we find by experience, that- examples 


_ perſuade more than words. 


. Now for the. ſecond reſpect, namely, 
that cuery Miniſter 1s by dutie bound to 


. catechiſe and examine his pariſhioners, is 


not onely ſufficiently prooued by ws 
;t __rall 


3 


rr hsr > ns Cn CO EIS 


ng ey TOW IR PINS 19s, ET "ger TY 


_ 


" 
-. == - > ms 
NT nnd ry D—_ _ 


ma IE” o —_ _ _—_ 
+ _ 4 = + 
” - —_ 0 "a | rtranogrg 2 4 £ 
> ” 4 . * % : » - OTC > « ou 
—— oX ——— A jc _ wo - 4 q - 
_ - "ow. 4" TJ - Sf " bh - Bats - "=—_= _ 
<< me ens * s er , _ 
Fe "— 
£ - 
D A - PEI *— Wrote gy Ways * "+ Gww Dy Wager is Water. > o\cene waa, = _ 
HIS 9. nt er te CN SIO " - s ” oa -_—- m_ 
ome nn” A AI SPAIN ct PE FOI OY a Pt ys CIs a - 


| +47 Ie in 226 h -< - — 
” a 4 > es C a Wu 
bY. = be 
ny » Ab + ® > *6- 4, ”X 
_ 
> III > go + OI ag gen ae 
- i On OI noe eee ry oo ns A m— _ 
PF 


— 


"— 


+ 0002 42 PP nnd 


Mme ters , 


- er tare NI IC IN or -* 09* AG E Ag CAPE AI IO A Ns 


—_ 


: . ” ©” age; 
po Dre” 
WL Ny CO ra a: 
- ——_— ;- : 4 
hn. _—_ es oy 
_ <-> wc ane gee 
= _ X—_. - 
- OL ne i SES 


» F 


rall, but alſo by particulareaſons;asmore 
plainly ſhall appeare m rhe diſcourſe here- 
of: beſides that, he 1s ſtraightly charged 


and enioinedthereunto by the laws of this 
land. Butthere beſome Mimiters that are 
. much deceinedinthis behalfe; namely, in 
tliat they think they haue ſufficiently here+ 
_ indiſchargedtheir dutie, when they haue 
heard the children” recite by heart ſome 
forme of a Catichiſne,wichour any further 
inftruion:; whereas to catechiſe, 1s firſt,in 
apt words toteach oneto'conceie;&then 


diſtinatlyto exprefle/ahd repear the firit - 


principles of Chriſtianrefigion:: ſecondly, 
What Ca- byexplaning ofthem,rto'cauſe him —_— 
rechifing is to vnderftand them: andlaſtly,by ſome 


ableto confirme them. 
And' there is one inconuenience that 
ariſeth1n this behalfe,namely rhat where- 
as ſach miniſters as doe orderly'in fone 
meaſure, ve Catechifing m their ſeucrall 
charges (which alasare but few,):yet by 
reaſon that-one miniſter teacheth and fol - 
loweth one forme of Catechiſme; and'an< 
ether another, the ſeruants and yonger 
fort that are not of the ripeſt capacitie ha« 
F9L uing 


d 


Of chowſeof uy 


| 
R a 
place or plates of Scripture to make him | 


Race. A... A. 
_ 


_  "Catechiſmy. 
uing alrcadie learncd one forme of a Ca- 
techiſme., or madeſome entrance into it, 


{| when they. remoue intoanother pariſh to 


dwell, and there come tolearne another, 
they commonly. looſe that which they had 
learned before,and ſo-are now (as1t were) 
tobegin anew, as if he had not bin taughe 
at all before,which breedethin them a di- 
ſlike and loathing. And therfore if itmighte 
pleaſe lis Maicftic andrhoſe that be in au- 
thoritie vnder hun,to eſtabliſhſome order, 
by the aduiſe of ſome godly learnedmini- 
ſters,that there might be rwoCatechiſmes 
appointed and agreed vponto be ſpecially 
viedin cuery pariſh publikely by the mint= 
ſerzthe one ſomewhat ſhortand pithue for 
the aged and vnlearned ſort, whoſe me- 
mories and capacities are weak and crafie, 
andarenot able to learne by heart more 
large diſcourſes 3 the other more ample 


_ and large, for thoſe that be ofquicke capa» 


citie,memorie,and conceit ;and ſo (inmy 
opinion) this inconuentence would eaſily 
be remedied, and theſe two Catechiſmes 
be made more familiar to the learners, 
And that parents and honſcholders are 
likewiſe bound in dutic toCatechiſe, and 


a. 
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REOY - That parces diligently to inftru@t their cluldren-and. 


& houſhol- anos ace plainely LA ae T. 
ders cuzht greatife ; both bytpreceprts:and:examples, - 
torcach & The. omitting FARES che cngleiciak 
carech:ſe ' . RR Logs > TEN A 
their chi]. That theigreatpaines and dihgence: taken 
dren and by godly miniſters in preaching and/Cares | 
ſcruants, chuling, 1sfo frutlefle-; and that there ts ſo 
lcetle profiting in godlineſſe and amend- 
ment.of life, as 13 found: by experience 
Tel many places; and that 'becaule! thar 
15 not watered and farthered'at home:by 
the parents and houſholders, which 1s by 
the miniſters publikely. planted amongſt. 
them in the congregation. Euery Chriſti 
an houſholder well knoweth thatitis not 
inoughfor him to haueacare to line gods } 
ly and religiouſly himſelfe;butallothathe | 
 oughtro ſec his whole fame to: doethe 
ſame 3:and therefore thee. not content 
hinſelfealone;ro line mthe feare of God, 
andrighely to ferucand worſhip him, bae 
his earneſtdefire is; tohanchisfamile als | 
ſo 'to doethe like : hexmdgeth it his dutiey 
as he himfeIfeis religious, ſo toframe'and 
make: holy. vnto God; all thoſe thathee _ 
hath: charge: of : hee would not himſelfe 


alone walky in the wayesof the Lord,and 
| ſuffer 


I 
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ledge,in his whole houſhold,-in the ue 
* 4547 | ec 


care 


ſiffer his ſeruanrs belonging to.him;to-da 


{ what thicy lift, torun (as we ſiy) at ran= 


don,tobe attheirowne libertie, and hue 
asftrangers from God,- but 1s. carefull to 
make them partakers of that knowledge, 


which he himſcife hach learned, which: al- 


thoughitbe a matter of great paine, and 
ſubic& roderifion(inthisprophane age of 


. eurgeſpecrlly ſeeing this dutieismama- 


ner {o'/generally neglectcd and COnteine 
ned: yetneuerthelefſe, a godly bouſhol- 
der Snot ignorant, that it 1s much better 
to-pleaſe God than men, and rhar rhe 1g- 
norance-of his familie ſhall be laid ro his 
charge: in- the-;day- of his reckoning, if 
through his-neghgence and. carcleſnefſe 


- tocatechiſe themzthey fall into; ignorance 


ſinne and vngodlinefle; Therefore,not re- 
parding: the taunts and ſcornesof godleſle 
men, he endeuoureth. hinſelfe ro; walke 
vprightly in the diſcharge of bis dutie,and 


_ faithfully and painfully.reacherch his whole 


famulie to ſerue and feare the Lord;that ſo: 
inthe end he mayreape thefrwt of his la- 
bours, namely, the teſtimonie-of,g\g00d, 
conſctence,:the-incteale of godly-know- 
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Of thevſe of 
feare of the Lord (God inmercie bountie. 
fully bleſsing his Chriſtian and-godly tra- : 
uell.) So that itis not ynoughfor any'mar- - 
to be deuoutand religious, and to fcare: 
God hunſelfe,vnleflc he alfo faithfully and 
diligently labour to make all his houſhold 
eodly and religious too; which canriot be 
* done without ſome paine and-trauel}, in 
_ diligent inſtructing chem in the word of 
the Lord, and in the principles of Chrifts. 
anReligion: which durieas it ought of all 
houſholders,withoutany exception to be- 
performed, ſo 1s'1t almoſt of all withour 
exception neglected, tothe high difplea-- 
ſure of the Almightie God,,/ who- hath: 
ſtraightly and expreſly; commaunded-it,: | 
and alſo to the great ſhame of all ſuch as 
 haueſocarelellyforſlowed it. : 

_  Secing'then, that of neccſsitic euery_ 
miniſter and houſholder,of what conditt- 
on ſocuer, are by' commaundement from 
the Lord charged-to catechiſe, andreach 
them of whom they haue charge of (as in 
the diſcourſe of this little booke is ſuffict- 
cntiyprooued;) whois he that can chal>. 
lengs to himſelfe freedome, fromthe per- 
formance of this,both ſo-godly and ave 
2, ON | arie 


farie «dutie' But lar Re adkers) is 


thatman,wharis his nanie, orwherc 1shis 
dwelling, of whom: we may ſay, I know 
he is painefull in/inftrudting thus children 
and houſhold inthe inſtrution and infor- 
mation of the lord 

" Ts rany warucl}, if parents and maſters 
many times find ſmall obedience andiefle: 
faithfulnefſcat the hands of their childrem- 
and feruanrs,feeing they omnt the perfor= 


 manceof this ſo Chrittian a dutie towards: 


ther,enioyned them of the Lord *.Forby 
doth God ofcen leaue manifeſt rokens' of 


hiswrarch; in puniſhing Gbeenins wich bY 
_ diſobedience. - 


:How'cantt thou, whaeſoeutr thy arts | 


| looke' to' haue thy familie faithfull,vnto- 


thee, when thou thy (elſe art fairhleflewps 
to God! Doeſtthou marucl, that thyichil- 
drenandſcruants fearenot thee, whenias 


. tliow feareſt not the Lord © VYilt:thow: 


ſiffely- maintaine thine anthoritie oner 
thofe-ynder thy charge,andthy ſelfeyeeld 


no obedience vntothe authoritie of thy 


Creators  - 

- Thinkeſft thou muckithar thy with, thy 
children, and ſcruauts, ſhew themſelues 
Cy ROt 


Of the'wſe of 
| notſo obedient vnto thee;asimconfſcience 
[ they ought And canſt thou:norſce/how 
| thy ſelfeartatrator andrebellyntoGod, 
| without al eare'8r regard; breaking his ſta- 
rutes, and withoutany pricke-of remorſe 
of conſcience negleQing andcontemning 
WW! his commaundements. 7 How ſhall thoſe 
© PP | vnder thy charge performe their duty vn- 
1110 to: thee, if thou performe np dutie-vnro 
JU | ' God? Nay,howrather ſhall they'firit leagn 
'! Sas to feare God, and then next rruly:ſcrue 
| thee, wichout-aiſttuRtion in the word of 
1 _ theLord*ls it nor expreſly ſet downe in. 
| Pſa. 78,5,6. the Pſalme, how:God eſtabliſherh a reſti- 
| G91 -& moniein Tacob, and ordained a law-in-If- 
EW I7Ag racl, which he commanded our farhers, 
| that 'they ſhould reach- their children? 
| VVeſce therefore;thar it greatly concer- 
| nethrhouſholders to be very well exerci- 
ſedand praftiſed/in the holy: Sexipruces. 
For how can it bepoſsble,rhat/one ſhould 
teach another the'thing rhat he himſclfe 
is 1gniorant 1n? The father:cannor teach 
E3. his forme that which he himſelfe: knowerh: 
| not. The 'maſter cannot inftrutt his ſer= 
nants inthe word-of God,whichhe neuer 


| Tas. readeth, The husbandCas Paule cope" 
LE __deth 


prince cannot declare vnto þiis ſubieRts. Pſul-2.10 =, [1 


 himfelfe, ought diligently ro exerciſe the» 


 out-of it may learne tofeare the Lord. For 


the husband of - his wife; or the mailter of 


| on, thatobedience,:tharreuerence, that. 


them the feare of the Lord by catechl» 


 Carechifeng. 
deth he ſhould.). cannot ack his wife, 
himſelfe-being rude and ignorant ? The 


the will of the Lord, the. which himſelfe * | 
hath norlearned our "ofthe word: all theſe Dew.r7. 1,19 
notwithſtanding, being(aswe hauc heard) 79/+.1.3. | 
charged from the Lord with this dutie, 1t 'F 
doth hereof neceflarily follow , that fa- 'F 
thers,;maiſters, husbands, yea theprince | '' 


ſcluesinthe reading of the word of God, 
that ſo they may euery one ſcuerally 
teach.itto them of their charge, that they 


it cannot be, that either the prince of: his- 
ſubies;':or the father of his. children; or 


his ſeruants,fhould hope for that ſubicRi= 


faithfulneſſe,, which they-of right oughe, 
to haue, andthe other of dutic or bound. 
to-performe,:valefle they: labour toteach 


fi ing, 
- Ohthat parents & hovſholders would 
beſtow thattime.incatechiſing (or ſee ut 


_ which 3 in many.” hauſe. is lewdly 
C 1 ſpent 


| $i | | Mareb2-39. 
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ſpent in dicing, carding, and tabling,/and 


otherwvanities. Let them remember; 'that 
if it betrue, (as it- is moſt true): thar-they 
mult gine account at the -dayi of wdge-. 
ment” of euery idle-word that they- ſhall 
ſpeake orſaffer tobe ſpoken; mach 'more 
for fuftering and tollerating of idle, pro» 

phane, and fruitlefleworkes. | 
+>-1f Chriſtian parents and: honſholders 
ſhould performenofurther dutic to their 
children andſeruants, than ro prouide for 


 themmeat,drinke,andapparrell;and pay- 


ing them their wages; then Papilts;Athe+» 
its, 'yea Turkes'and Infidels, -doe 'yeeld 
this dutic aswell as they. Andi bee they 
carcfull, that:their horſes and:;bullockes 
ſhould haue prouenderand. fodder ſufft- 
cient;to the'end,that they may haue their 
labour in leu-and/recompence-thereof ; 
then what a ſhame 1s1t for a Chriſtian man 
tohaueno morecare and regard.ouer his 
children and {eruants, than-he hath; ouer 
his dumbe beaſts'e-. |: | 7 

Oh what a happie and comfortable - 
thing ſhall thisbe to the ſoule and: conſci- | 
ence ofgfuch an houſholder, as when hee 
hathcene ſo diligent and garcfull in the 
=es, {0 xs _ rraiuning 


E] 
at 
: 
ll 
E 
j- 
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_ arein many placeslike to thetents of the 
_ without exther prayer,reading,or ſpeaking 


 albeitthatthey hauing free libertiein our 


training and bringing vp of his children 
and ſcruantsinthe obedtenceand wayes 
of the Lord; . that he may rightly deſcrue 
to-hane this worthie report and commen- 
dation ginen ynto. him from the mouth 
and penne of the godly,, That hc hath a 
Church1n his houſe, that is,a companie of 
ſound and faithfull Chriſtians, and ſtxch as | 
feare God indeed ; as the like report was row.rs.s. | 
giuen by the Apoſtle to thoſe godly houf- t.Cor. 16.19. 
keepers .Aqwille,and Priſcilla his wite,as al- 7-2. 
ſo:to Philemas. Buy (alas for-griefe) ſuch ©*4%% 
houſes as that for Chriſtian exerciſes of 

Gods word,of thankſgining,and of pray- 

Er, ought tobe as hittle Churches. and San- 
Qtuaries, dedicate to. the honour of God, 


wicked ; for they are inamanner wholly 


of Gods word 1n their houſes at all. And 
owne countrey,with ſo great a largelic of, mY 
God his bleſsings beſtowed:ypon.vs, yet | 

many. are ſilent of Gods praiſes; as they P/ 137.13» 
which-hung vp their harpes in the day of | 
their captiuiie.Theyſeldome or neuer of- 

fer vp inthe houſes the dayly offering of 


C uy more 


4 Of ſe of , 
morning and cucning cn. vnto God, 
Their whole families-regard little the du 
ties of thac calling which the Lord-hath 
called them vnro: And as for the publick 
eſtate, the greateſt part of -our Churches 
(alamentable rhingtorememberJare'yer 
without a preaching miniſterie, and that 
after ſomany and ſo happie yeares of en- 
10yingall good meanes, whereby long: a- 
g0e.we might all-haue beene prouided of 
ſuch aswere able toteach and preach,too 
many of 'theſe. are:faflen m-louve: with 
worldly honours and' commodities, aud 
ſecke rathcr the-gaine of their liaings; 
than the faluationof their people, rather 
_ theniſelues, ithan:thethings rhar belong 
tothekingdomeof ChrittTeſus, - 

It may-be alſo,thata man faithfully. la- 
bouring to bring'vp his:familie -in the 
knowledge of the Lord, ſhall haue not- 

1! withſtanding vngodly:. "and diſobedient- 
{9 BY Gen, o_ - children,wite, or {craants;; for Adam had 
| Wen; & 25, Cain, Noah had Ham, Abraham had T{maell, ' 
[23.0c.& 37- I/ſaack had Eſau,Tacob had of his ſonnes that 
1 þ 3. would haue firit (Jaine- (but afterward al- 
i Sam 2. 31 tered their purpoſe, and fold? Ifſeph, Helie 


- ; = fv had Hophine and P inchas;Saniel by ho | 


o 


oO 2% uy 0. 8”. Ow OY 08” 20” 


Catechiſtn 


were vniuſt Tudges ouer 


| bir wife bid ber busband curſe God and di :Dauid ; 2.Sam, 17,21 
his owne ſonne Abſalon rebelled. againſt 
him,and Indas for money betraicd his ma+ 70b».12.2; | 
Tter Chriſt; Zliſba had Gebeza; ailying and 2, King.5.20. | 
acouetous ſernant : fo alſo Philemes.had ov. 
Oneſanus,avacabond and thegwſhieruant. * "4" 


Yerfor all this, maſt not we let paſſe this 
durie of teaching our houſholds, but be- 
ſides inftruting', vſe allo correfting, . 
where: linnes be committed ;; or .cl{&we 


| ſhall beguiltie of thoſe finnes; which we 


let paſſe vncorreRted in thofe thatarevn- 
derourgouernment, whether we be pri- 

uat- perſons or magiſtrats. Therefore cx- | 
hortin the Lordall parents and houfhol- 


ders to bring vp+their children and fami- 


lie,ſoas they cither by ſome good tokens 
may ſce-themy the children- of God, and 
heires of the couenant,or at lcaſt be com- | 


_ fortediin their owne conſciences; if their 


children-or ſeruants for ſome cauſe vn- 
knowne, refuſe their inſtraRtionzin that to 
their abilitie- they haue 'vied all good 
meanest6o bring them yp well, and offc- 
red themto God: And ifparents and mai- 


| Rers haue cauſe to: be gricued, when thus 


trauel- 


go, -peo ople : Db 1ob.z.9; 
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Of the vero 

trauclling in good education , bringing 
vp,and catechifing, they cannor yer ſee 
good fruits in therr children and feraants; 
how much more cauſe of griefe and heauts 
nefſe may they haue,whenthey haue vied 
nolabour at all either by themſelues, or 
others for them, to bring them vpin the 
feare of the Lord . And yet. many. will be 
grieuedforthe one,thatwill not grieue for 
the other : wherefore let vs learne, if we 
witÞconuey God his bleſsings ynto. our 
poſterttie, let vs doe the dutic belonging 
thereunto,let vs, if we be loath to conuey | 


_ God his: idgements vpolr our children, 


carefully auo1dand'ſhanthemeanes vato 

it: and ſurcly,asit'is ableficd and a bap- 
pte thing in the houre of death, with. $5 
econ , to: depart in-peace, leauing our 
wines, children, and ſeruants, members 
of Chriſt,' ſpouſes to Chritt,, chilaren to . 
God, and'feruantsynto the Lord: ſo un | 
death, no one thing will-be more gric» 
nous and: loathſotmne vato a man, than 
(the Lord hauing giten- him the charge 
of ſo manie' ſoules-to bee furthered and 
helped to faluation) tharhis own tormensy *: 
ted conſcience ſhall preſſe -hum, whoumnax / | 


theirſaluation, + | 


'— "Catechiſoigs 

much-ba he icould.,-he-hath -bolpen and 
furcheredchem forwardto their damnati- 
on.,:Aand ſo;; which is more. fearefull and 
gricuous;: he ſhall haue them ſpewing and 
foaming out-on. his face :continuall curſes 
in hell, accuſing him foreuer to be amur- 
therer of their loulcs, and a cut-throat of. 


Ll 


 And- further 4 to the end that knows | 


| ledge. might abound -1n all ages,theLord | 
_ vur God hath, fer downe a law (which ns. 6.7, | 
ſhall-neucr-be repealed) whereby he.teas 20, & 4,9, 


— cheth:all fathers, that-1t-is not ſufficient 0,0 HOY | 
J } 
. : | * Ex9o. 12.26, 
ſhip bm: truly themſelues , but alſo to mpg | 


for,them-to know. how. toſerue and wor- 


inſtru and teach other, eſpecially,their 194.4.6.22; | 
children and family.Becauſe cucry houſe> Gene. 18.19, 


holder is both a king,a Prophet,and ami> Toek1.3. 


P/.78, 5,6,7%«, | 


niſter ouer- his houſe and famulic ; a King, >r0.22.6 


> © 


by gouernementto keepe in awe.;a Prov 


 pPher and;;a Miniſter,. by inftruQtion to 


teach ; who may ſo much the cafier, and 
with lefle daunger, teach. and;correQ his 
familie.,.as -it-1s. caſier- and lefle; daune 
gerous-[to. deale, with. a priate familic, 
than with a whole realnie ; and therefore © 


. the. greater puniſhment ſhall ſuch a'one 


recceuues 
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| WT Leer ww 
| Of the ſe of Wits 
recciue, who omitteth his ducie herein. 
For what man-can/bring vp bis @hildren | 


TRIP! 2255.4 and houfhold in the doftrine, nurture, 


and information of the Lord, and:know- 
ethnone of this himſelfe © Or how will he 
hane his child follow that, which he him« 
ul ſelfe hateth © It cannot bee, that ſach 
Manh.7.6. grapes ſhould be gatheredof ſuchthorns, 
£* 6.44» nor ſuch figs of theſe thiſtles :-but (alas) 
how -farre fromthisare a great number mn 
theſe dayes : yea, ſuch as will bee called 
Chriſtians, and neither cannot will:teaeh - 

their children and ſeruants themſelnes, 
nor yet procurethem to be inſtrufted by 

any other, no nor tocome thither, where 

by order they are appointed robe-taughte 
the principles of Chriſtian faith, I meane_ 
the catechiſme:vndoubtedlyir malſtneeds 
be thought, that they haue ſmall feare of 
God, little feeling of the myſterie of our 
tedemptionin Chriſt, nor-regard' of the | 

[tis alſo the £o0d eltate of their houſhold,or of the fal- 
datic of tu- uation of their owne ſoules. 
tors and And asthis dutie of catechifing is re- 
-— oa quired of Minifters towardstherr pariſht- 
chiſe theiz oners publickly, and of fathers and' hou- 
puples and ſholders to them childrea and: fer gants . 
ſchollcrs, | $2 pri- 


W- 


" * vv» a0 O& Q 4 


maſters may learne, that there is-no other 
 meanesto-haue yourhprofitin yertueand 


principles of Chriſtian religion; for among 


and common than this; that the nolt part 


without the feare of the Lord there 1s no 


- wiſdomegncither 1s it poſsiblefor youth to 
goewell forward in vertue and good ma- 


. the:knowledge of Gods word. For moſt 


Catechiſens; 
priuatly ſo alſo it chiefly: concerneth'tu- 
tors and ſchoolemaſters to inſtruct their. 
puples and ſchollers in the grounds and_ 


all the: difcaſes chat theſe our dayes and 
times are grieuouſly and: dangeroutly in- 
feed withall, there is none more general 


of tutors and ſchoolmaſters (2s alſo fathers. 
and houſholders)rhinke it no part of their 
dutie tromeddle with -catechifing and. in- 
ſtrudting their charge and thoſe that are 
ynder themyin the word of the Lord,and 
principles of Chrittian-religion 5 whereas 


ners (things as neceſſaric as learning, and 
yetwithour theſe 1s þuta ring of goldin a 
{wines ſnout) if they be not- trained vp.in 


trucisthatgolden ſaying of the Pſalmiſt. 
VVherewthall ſhalla yong man redrefle Pal, 19.9 


his way*.in taking heed thereto according 
tothy word, Hereby all tutors and ſchool. 


godli- 


word of the Lord. And what parent is 
he, that ſerteth his ſonne'to ſchoole;bue 
that he would haue him as well 'godly;as 
learned, as well a verttous child; as a to-< 
ward ſcholler, as well inftruQtedivnto fal- 
uation, as furthered in prophane tear? 
ning. Forif there be any thathhaue orher 
ends 1n putting their children to:fchoole 
(theſe being contemned)) your'Ichooles 
were berter to be without them” thart 
encombered with them\ From whence' 
come the gencrall complaints of the vn= 
graciouſneſſe and-ynhappinefſe of {thol-:! | 
Jers, but from this, that /you feldome: or 
neuverteach them their duries out-of: the: 
booke of God & Some thinke ouermuchr 
gentleneſſe to be the way,and others cons 
einnall and 'tyrannicall- ſcourging: and/ 
whipping, tobe the wayzwhereasimtruth' 
both ſorts arc farre and wide our of the' 
way : For the one with too much lenitie,' 

_ encourageth them to'a leaud' licentiouſe' 
nefle-andloofenefſe of manners;;: the 0- 
thers thinkmg by  crucll and butcherly: 

bearing to win reformation; whereby-1s' 

_ engendred in them ſuch a mithke- and' 
Ko OF | Joathing 


oodlineſſe ; but by taking heed to the 
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he | loathing of learning ;/ that they abhorre- 
,- | withasdeadly hatred the ſchoole-houſe, 


as we dog thoſe: things which are moſt 


loathſome and noifome ynto vs. Gentle- 
nefle 1s to be liked of, if ir beſuch,as byir 
manners be not corrupted and ſpoyled : 
and on the other ſide, reaſonable correGti- 
ons commendable, fo as it be.vicd, as 


the laſt remedie., that is, when no other 


meanes will ſerue. Bur the firſt, the beſt, 


ching them the feare of the Lord; for that 
isas Salomon ſaith,the beginning of wiſdom. 
And as our Sauiour faith,Seceke ye firſt the. 


| kingdome of God, and hisrighteouſneſle, 


and ſo.doing,no doubtthe Lord willmuch 


ſchollers be young,yetif the grounds and 
principles of religion be often heard, and 


and the chicfeſt way is, to begin with tea-. 


Pro.1.7. & 


9,10 


Math. 6.33» | " 
better blefle your labours. Alrthough your 


made fanuliaryntothem by continual beas 


ting intotheir heads, they will (no doubt) 
profitinvertue & godlines.Y Vhat though 
it enterinto them but ſoftly,yet we know 


by experience, that water by often drop- 


ping pierceththe hard ſtone:;by much hea- 


ting the ſtrongeſt iron ismadeſoft;byofren 


op Beine,chs rough heels, x 
——- - - 0 


— =.- - 


4 


Of the wſeof - 


the caſe is farre otherwiſe, for.we are: but 


the planters and waterers,God1s he only 


that gineth rhe encreaſe.}V Vhereforethis - 


dure of .inftrufting being eſpecially com= 
maunded, being laboured in with:reues 
rence of his holy name, he will vyndoub- 
tedly gtuea/frunfull bleſsing vatoit. Now: 
18 thetume that you may.doe. good, fore 
flow it noteWhileſt your puples and ſchol- 


lers beyoung,you mayframe themas you 
will. The tree that 1s grafred:young, com-- 


monly prooueth beſt,and by:due ordering 


becommeth the moſt 'naturall and kind= 


ly. The ſoft waxwillrecete any print. or 
inpreſsion., whereas 'the chard 'will take: 
none atallz young ſciences will be bowed 
which way you will haue them with eaſe, 
 whereas.growne trees will rather breake 


than bend:: Looke what liquor aveſſell-is | 


ſeaſoned withall, when. it:15 new, it will 


keepe ataſt/thereof whe 1t1s old. For; | 
like as the faſhion, and as/1tweretheface. 


of the letters muit-before .all things- be. 


perfectly learned of children,'1f they will 
attaine to reading: euen ſo muſt our chils 


9} Con- 


dren know the firit grounds of ourreligion | 


4 


concerning faith, and the fruits offaich, 


ut 'concernitig the law z concerning inyoca- 
ly tion,concerning the word and ſacraments 


his | (all-which things are verie briefly com- 
Dk prehended in ſundrie Catechiſmes)ifthey 
cs | bedefironsto'come'tothe knowledge of 
b- | cthewill of God. | & | 
JW: © Therefore: let all miniſters , parents, 
©> | houſholders, curors/and ſchoolemaſters 
l- | know, thac as they would be obeyed and 
ou F ferucd of ther pariſhioners; children; fer- 
n-" ] uants, puples and ſchollers' : fo alſo let 
12 | them remember} tharthey haue a father 
d- and maſter in heaven; whoſe wilt they 
or F muſt obey, in teaching: and gourtning' 
ce | thoſe appointed to:their charge, 'accor- 
-* | dingro his will. For parents and houſe- 
© | holdersmay ſpeake of diſciplinezand com- 
ce | plaineofthe want of Church/gouernment 
is F nenerſomuch, yetvnlefſe they will begin 
ul F gif, cipline, in reforming their lrouſes, | and; 
or. F vie religion ſome place at home , they 
ce | ſhalltrauailemuch and profit little. Forlec 
EN there benenerſo good lawes in cities, ne- 
il | yerſopureorderin Churches, ifthere be 
bs | nopraftiſe-ac homey iffathers offamilies 
n | vic not caechilingzand diſcipline intheir 
vi0 D houſes, 
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_ 


Bs : 5 
0 EX YO ws 
| 
4 % X 
* Sn 
[a I 2h ae WW OC Ween nr I noo gy 4 oe re pr os ans yy rn ety —— 
- * _ . 
* , — 


Chriſtian 


all goner- 
nours of 
charges, 


.”- 


thoſe; that: come 'to-appeare-before; the 
-Lordin his holy, anbtuarie ; and ſce: that 


, +0 thewſe of 


| houſes, and doe not ioyne theirhelping | 
hands tomaicſtrates and-miniſters.: they 


may indeed ;:; but vmuſtly (as many haue 
done): complaine that their-children and 
ſeruants are corrupted abroad, when they 
.were: before, and are ſtill corrupted: at 
home, And therefore to the end thar this 


dutie before named, may the better, and 


with more effe& and profit be performed 


_ofthoſe towhomir- pertaineth, letthem 


be carefull ro-obferue and put mn practiſe 
theſe few points and orders here follow- 
1g. SEW | 


Firſt, becauſe God onr heauenly father 


orders tobe. p,urhfanftified one day to htaiſelfe, tobe 
obſerucd of | 


| kept:onely, thatisthe Sabborh-: let ſuch 
order and charge be.giuen to yout family, 


that they may that day repaire to the 


Church , where Gods word ts:preached, 
rogether with yourſelues, both forenoone 


-and afternoone, there toſtay, and abide 
(during the exerciſe; of the word of God, 


read and preached, catechiling, prayers, 
.and- partaking of the Sacrament :;» and 
there co behave themſelues reperently as 


ES! GE ROone 


- Catechiſing, * 
none'of your houſhold' (withour a preas 
and needfull neceſstty)abſent themſelues 
from-the Church , without a iuſt cauſe 
made'knowne before toyou : forasthey 
ſerued and did-your worke in the weeke 
dayes; ſo mult you. ſee thar 'they ſerue 
God on the Sabbath : otherwiſe you ſhall 
anſwere for it,and not'eſcape vnpuniſhed. 
Neither that yee ſuffer them on that day 
togoeto feaſts, faires ,'or to frequent ta- 
uerns , or alchouſes', or to play at dice, 
cards,rables,boules, or any other games, 
&c. But that they-ſpend the time, after 


the publike exerciſe of the wprd; infſuch 


godly manner , 'as God requireth inhis 
word,asreadingthe Scriptures, in ſinging 


of Pfalmes , Iames 7. 13. talking of his 


commandements,Deut. 6.7. and medita- 


 ting'of God his creatures to his glory, Ef. 


58.13. Andfor as much asthe Sabborh is 
the marketday, or'day of preparing food 
for our ſouls: let euery one(being deman= 
ded) giuean account of ſome thing: that 
he hath learned, as well inthe Charchto 
the miniſter, asalſo in your-priuat houſes, 
when'yec yourſelfe, or ſome other by 
your appomtment , ſhall exampne him z 
642; _.Dy that 


4 


— 
nr In 


* Of thewfoof 


thatlo you may knoiy,: how he bath ſpe nt - | 


the Sabborh, and profited inknowledge-: 


| Secondly., that ſuch order be-taken, / 


that euery worning -there be agenerall- 
meeting of your ſeruants;before they goe: 
about their ordinarie bulinefle(all excuſes: 
ſet apart) 10yning-themſelues: together; 
and commending themſclues to God, by: 


- faithfull and heartie prayer , crauing his: 


aide and-bleſsing,without which,our wat- 
ching and labour 1s allin yaine, as Dawid 
noteth , ?/al.127.1.2. Alſo for as much as 
ourreſt and (leepe,beingagiftof God,for 
the. obtaining whereof, appoint in like 
manner, that there ſhall be euery euening 


| the like aſſembling of all your fanulic 


(worldly excuſesfet apart ) to beſtow to- 
gether ſome conmement tune , in-prayer, 
ſinging of Pſalmeggand reading the ſcrip- 
tures, or fome other godly matrer.. 

— Thirdly , ſeeing the creatures of God 
are ſanQified vnto-vs,by the word of God 


and prayer , 1.79.4. 5. Therefore giue 


charge that ſome one (in the behalfe of 
the. reſt-) both before and after meat, 
whenſocuer they receiue.jt, doe with all 


reuctence praiſe God for the ſame,there» 


| ſidue 
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 (Catechiſmps 
- fidue yeelding conſent by theirreuerene. 
_Gleaces: on gquthbrg ty fort to 
-  Andas it is meet and conuenient, thae 
_ - the maſter of the-family ſhould nor onely 
inhis owne perſon(both for example ſake, 
and for thatthe hath, or ſhoulJ haue , the 
moſt knowledge, and belt abilitie toper- 
| formethele duties)veter and conceiue the 
| prayer, morning; and cucning,-with his 
familie; bart alſo ,- that he ſhould praiſe 
God, 'and' giue thankes at meale times, 
* andbe the principall ator in theſe ſo ho-= 
ly duties: azmay-be proucd by the exam. 
ple. of Saminiand' of. our Sawzour Chrilt, 
1.Sa, 9713Mith, 6.39. 41. As. 27535, 
Pſal.41.1 3 and Fſal.i5 5.17. Matth;1419., 
Ib 6: 11. Inks 24330335: And: yetthere= 
withall, it is alſo:conuentent, thatſuch-pa- 
rents,-as haue young children, ſhould vie 
and accuſtome than; not onely to learne 
_ the- principles 'of Chriſtian religion,*by 
 heart,thatſo they may be able to anſiwere 
thereto, when they ſhall by them be de- 
maunded : but alſoto:accuſtomethem, to 
praiſe God: reucrently 'in ſome briefe ma- 
ner,according totheir.capacitieeither be= 
fore;' or preſently: after they themſelues 
wy | _Duwy haue 


2 


Jo TW, 4-4 


Of theſe of 


haue prayſed God ,andſatd Grace; before 
and aftcr dinner and ſupper : and ſoby 
this doing, when they ſhallcome toyeates 


of diſcretion, and to bee communicants; 
they will then:ener after;ineuer be aſha- 
med to-anſivere to the-prunciples:of 're- 


hgion 5 and to yeeld a-reaſon of 'thew 
faith, when the paſtor ofthe Church ſhall - 


examine them publikely before: the.con- 


grepation :nor yet; be, grieued or aſha- ' 
med:to. prayſe God,.'bcfore and .after 


meatcs. 1381 
 Butfor as much as this d 


dutie.s ſo mack; 
negleGted., we will-tligrpfgrerſay ſomes 


what more concerning theightviageof 


Gods gifts, whereby; ſuckaseffendiin.this 
behalfe,may*'thehetter.beſtured vp-to. 
prayſe God for his bleſkings, both before 
and after meates;'Let:fuch then call to 


mind, that which: theApoſtle: teacherh, 


where he faith, That all-che creatures.of 
God are good*: they:muſt therefore con- 
{iider, how that the:things which they re« 
cetue at the hands of God,as bread,drink, 
and their meat, are Gods creatures,and 


not their creatures: wherefore' they play. 


the theeues, ifthey take any thing from. 
| QT. -"000 


him againſt his will." Y'V 


ww WS 7. 


* Cateeht _ ID 
hich thing 
doe ,.as oftenas. they receiue Gods creae 
tures without thankeſgiaing,, andcalling : 
vpon:him ::for wha deucr they. haneas: 
not their owne, is other bodics,and vn-* 
lawfull;vnlefle they defire 1t of him. Here»: 
upon it 1s, that Chrift teacheth his ſer- 
uants to pray: Giue vs this day our dayly 
bread. Here we ſee that the ſelfe ſame 


breadis calledours,whenwe getit by ult, 


trauell. Andirt 1s Gods, becauſe 1t 1s his 
creature ,- which its not lawfull for any to: 


vie, except he aske hun leaue before. 


Therfore Paul addeth alſo: For it is ſanfti= 
fied, or made! holy , by the word of God, 
and prayer. Itis ſanftifed, thatis to ſay, 


. the vic-of it is made: pure. and lawfull 
 vnto vs, that we may vie the creature 


with a good conſcience. But by what 
meanes1sit ſanAified ©: by.che word, and 


| by prayer, By the word is vnderitood 


" faith, which the wordrequireth : for by 
the word taken hold on by faith, we pro- 


fefle our ſelaes ro belecuetwo things; the 
one.1s, that the (Lord according to his vn- 
meaſurable and infinit wiſedome , . hath 
created all things for mans ſake; the other 
Dy . 
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thatrighr of lordſhip 'oucr all other huing 
things ,. which was-loſt in Adaw 5:thatwe 


may maintaine this hfes which we ought: 


to:unploy to theenlarging. of his:glory. 


The.profeſsion of faith is accopanicd with 


praycr, that God may grauntys,to-enioy 
the food recetued at his hand with a good 
conſcience;inallfeare andreuerence. © 


Laſtly, we muſt knit vp our meats with 
 thankeſgiuing, yea and with repetitiowoft 


prayers,& ſo are our meats hallowedvnto 
vs. -Butthey to:whom their meats are not 


hallowedinthis wiſe,do double wrog. For | 


firſt theyrobGodof his honor,inthat they 
cal not vpon him,nor acknowledge htnto 
be the giuer of al good things:and fecond- 
ly,they vic the creature of God againſt the 
wall of it. VV-hereupon Paul ſaith, That 
the creature is made ſubic& vnto yanitie. 
Row.8.20 :from thewhichvanitic, God in 
theſecond of Ofee promiſerh, that he wall 
deliuer the creature. Now although theſe 
things which are alreadie ſpoken, might 


ſufficiently warne all men to-vie Gods 


creatures aright, afrer the example of 
ET Chritt; 


is;tharwe arc ofthe number of thoſe who' 
through grace in Chriſt: baue- recoucred- 
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Chriſt; yet notwithſtanding, totlie intent 
 thatrche4louthfulveſſe &vntaithfulneſle of 
F mcnmay be reproued, who-haue omitted 
and ſtill doconnt this ſoChriſtana dutie, 
we will recite certaine reaſons, which may 
prouoke them toperforme che lame bere- 
after niore carefully. 
Firſt, Chriſt himſelfe (wbo credtgd; all 
'things)prayedand gaue thanks, as ofrten 
as he had occaſion to vie Gods oifts: :much | 
more:then becommeth it ys ſo tro doe,who: 
arg ftarke beggers inthe Lords: fight... 
| Secondly, the Turkes aſſemble twice 
a day before dinner, and before ſtippet; to 
deſire the bleſing of the Lord :-and ſhall 
ſuch-as will: be: counted any, o0gs 
lect-irt?:; | 
Thirdly, the hens men began her 
meales:alwaies with ſacrifice and. i 
cation; although they could. not call- vp- 
on God.aright. 
© » Fourthly, the youngrauens doe (after 
their manner) call vpon:the Lord, and he 
feedeththem. Þb. 39; 3.Bſal.147: 9. For 
the rauen acknowledgeth not her birds 
for her owne , as long asithey. be naked 
and without feathers, and therefore ſhe 
for- 
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| Rieof God. 


forſakeththem : buc the Lord '( becauſe 
they ſhould not ftarue)Yfeedeth them with 
lixtle wormes till they be ſpoone-feathe.. 
cd ; andthen their dams commeth again, 


and-knowing them,brings them vp. - 
Fiftly;the Church from the beginning 


of the world began with bleſfsing,whenſos. 


cucrit had occaſionto vic Gods gifts. For 
nothing was more common among'them, 


. than calling vpon God,for ſo by-our pray- 
ers ve bid God to-our meales.: Let: rhieſe: - 


foure-reaſons ſuffice to proucke'vsto this. 


Now fourthly, touching the: common: 


behauiour: of your people'cutry where 2 


See-that-yee {traightly forbid. chem to. 


ſweare in vaine by the reuerend name' of 
God,or any of hiserearures, :or otherwiſe 
'to ye his name yalnely or ynreucrently.:: 
charginsthem to-auctd all icafting;/and 
ſcoffing at Gods molt facred word, histrue 
religion,thepreacherand the profcfiors of 


the ſame,all gm co—ny, and 


Slchic and vacleane ralkiug, and forbid all 


maintenance of Poperic,andfuperſtition, 


and whatelſe ſocucr may offend the maiea' 


If 


"atechiſmg, 

'-If any of your houſe ſhallotfend againſt 
thads, or any'oE. theſe orders aboue:menti» 
oned,through weakenefſe,andinot of mal> 
lice, lec him be once gently admonithed;. 
Manhb.18.17.Tfheoffend the fecondrine, 
lethim be more fharpely reprooued.r. Tint. 
$:1-20', But if he offend the third. tine, 
then compell himto confeſſehis fanlt be- 
force the whole houſhold affembled toge- 
ther, ſhewing hinſelfe forrowfall for his 
fault, crauing pardon of God,-and ſo to 
reconcile humſelte to che houſhold,whom' 
he hath offended. 

'Bur if there-be any of your familie, 
hat ſhall- obſtinately refule to beare this 
the Lords yoake.,*and to bee ſubiea to 
' bis ordinance; ler him nor abiden your 
houſe,but learne of Danuid. Plal. TIOq, 6,78. 
(a man choſerr after Gods: owne heart) 
to: drive; ſuch wicked. ones out. of your 
houſes, | and:ſighr., and ſecke for ſuch as 
_ feareGod, andmake ſuch yourſeruants3 

leaſt entertaining and nouriſhing the wic- 
ked in; your hots, your negligence be 
iſhed, as was Elias, who being ahouſe- 
holder and a father, was faid to: hauc ho= 
noured his children more than God: be- 
| cauſe 


= Of rhe vſeof 
cauſe hee-/cntertained: thenr too geaitly 
and mildly, though: not altogether with» 
out ſomerebuke,yetwithout puniſhment 
and correction, che was depriued of both 
his ſonnes in one day , andhumnſclfe brake 
hisnecke, &c.1.Sam.:231.4nd 3.1 3.a1d 4. 
17,18. And Salomon faith that the curſe of 
God is in the-houſe where the wicked are, 


buthe pourethhis bleſsings vpon the has 
* bitation of the righteous.Pro3: 33. '2 
 Andfurther this caucatis to be remem+-- 


bred , That fuch gueſts as ſhall repaire to 
your houſe, and refuljug.to: bee ſubiea 
to theſe Chriſtian orders; and: will not 
toyne with you and your people, toſerue 
the Lord; that thenye.refuterobe coms 
panions with ſuch jor to recetuethem:to 
be your gueſts (for.ſach:procure Gods 
wrath, as 1saforcſaid:) butrather fay with 
Danid,?ſal.119.631, Theſe ſhalbe my. coms 
panionsthat fcare God,and keep his com 
mandements; andletſuchbeyour gueſts - 


asbe godly, inſt, and _— Andas. 
| ousagainlt the 


for the wicked, and rebel: 
ordinance of God, ſeeing they-are darke+ 


_ nefle with whom light hathno communi- 


on ; & ſeeing they are as pitch, very likely 
= to 


Catechiſtag. 


ly | 6 defile a man,you may fay to ſuch;as our | 


I» 


t 
h 
c 


;awiour at thelaſt and fearcfull day will 
iy of the like; Away from me ye workers 
of iniquitie, Matth,7.13. And with the god- 
ly houſckeeper David : Away from me ye 
wicked, for I will keepe the commaunge- 
ments of my -God.?/al.7.2 3. 

Althoogh by this that hath bene ſayd, 
it doth plainely appeare, that parents and 
maſters,tutors and ſchoolemaſters, ought 
to inſtruCt and teach their children and 
ſeruants, puples, and ſchollers, to know 
the ptrinciples and grounds of Chriftt- 
an religion : yet neuertheleſſe , I haue 
here further added a few more reaſons to 
the ſame-effect as followeth. * 

-. Firſt, becauſewe all are ſo corrupt by 
nature , that except we be in our youth 
carefully taught and inftrufted concer- 
ning the will of God , we hardly or neuer 


| learne to doe'thoſe things that arc plca- 


| fantinhisſight, and ſo are very vneaſily 


perſuaded forſake thoſe errors which 


1rour childhood we hauc taſted off. 
Secondly, becauſe this foundation is to 
be laid and holden, whereon wee muſt 
build, and hereunto we'are. to call to 
3113 a 
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Tehn17.3. 


Rom 10 17» 


_ Of theſe of 
mind thoſe things that we haye- GT 
andread. &. 

Thirdly , becauſe God: rectiueth! not 


ſuch into fauour, as by their owne iudpe-' | 


ment cannot'diſcerne betweene good and 


euill (which is to bee ynderftood of thoſe: 


that are able robe taught) neither do the 
elder ſortobteinfaluatio,withoutacknow- 
ledgement and profeſsion of the truch, or 


| without faith, and NETS This 1s life 


etcrnall, thar' they* know thee tobe the 


onely v ery God : andas the Apoſtle faith, , 


Faith 1s by hearing, and hearing by the 
word and commaundement of God. But 
no man belecueth in hun, on whom he 
hath not heard : there of." therefore 
ſuch a fumme'of do&rine be publiſhed 


_ anddehneredin the Church,ſo as therude 


and yonpger ones may” ealtly * ynderitand 
and be capable of. 

Fourtlity, becauſe the children of the 
Tewes after ercumcifion were inſtructed 


m the law :1o alſo it 1s meetghar our chil- | 


dren be ſhorcly after baptiſme rained vp 


*4n the chicfe  pointsand rudiments of God . 


hisrelioi0n, that ſothey way be found fit 
to be admitredto the Lordsfupper, when 


they 


 Catechiſing ng. 


they come'to ſuch arripenefſe of age ,. as 
that they are able duly to eanune. chem- 
ſcluesin that behalfe. 

Laſtly, becauſe irisneceſſarie that there 
ſhouldbe ſome | difference . betwixr. the 
children of Atheiſts and heathen and the 
- (children of Chriſtians. | | 

A very few in moſtparriſhes (the more AJ! degrees hi | 
is the pittie ) haue yet taſted the begin- in any. | || 
nings of :the Goſpel of Chrilt ; and yet'S, _— 
Paule exhorteth all Cliriftians, ſotobe ac+ j,.mſclues || 
quainted with the word of God , that the ynrocae- | 
ſame may dwell plenteoutly in them, chiſing, 
whereby rhey may become wiſe ynto ſal- _ yo. 6 ! 
uation; that 1s, they muſt be cunning and © Tas.3.10 
perfe& i in it ,:both forthe. knowledge of 
, It, to inſtra& themſelues and others, of 
whomithey hauc charge, and alſo for the 
frammg of ther liues after ic, Ler all ſuch 
therefore , be obſtinate,and contemners 
of this godly exerciſe, hearken vnto this 
counſell of the Apoſtle, leaſt that they will 
needs beare KK. the open marke of re- 
probation. , Let them aſſure themſclues, 
that this ſaying appertaineth & is ſpoken 
to them :» for if they be not within the 
CO SILENCE 
: | c 
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| Of the v/eof | 
the compaſſe of everlaſting life; 'But I de=. 
maund of them whether they thinkethat 
they be of the number of thoſe in whorhe 
word of God muft dwelt plenteouſly © if 


Tue they anſwer,yea: then agaiIaskofthem, 
l how it ſhall dwell in them, or how it ſhall 
take poſſeſsion of them, ſecing they ve= 
terly refuſe to learne' the Carcchiſne, 


Wl} | - S- containing the foundation and'principles 
19381 32s of Chriftianitie? For who can come to any 
I 30 perfe&tion in any ſcience, without a be- 


vinmng © yea, what a prepoſterous and 
diſorderly dealing 1s this, for any wan'to 
gocabout to reare vp a building without 
1. a foundation firſt laid 7 So:that nothing 
11:8: | can ſurely be' ended, whoſe beginning 1s 
cither feeble or faultie : and no building 
gl |  canbe perfect, when as the groundworke 
wit | 1s feeble and 'vnable tro vphold the bur- 
F- then of the frame. For that is(as we vie to 

| fay in-our Engliſh prouerbe) Tolcap'ouer 
the ſtile, before we can come atit: You 
| | x.Co;3 1. Mult thereforebe content to be firlt-fed 
 Heb.s.12. - With milke, by reaſon of your 1gnorance, 
f! | £/29.9.10, cuen as babes,and afterwardswith ſtron- 
b ger'mcat,and'to have one thing'often re- 
| (peared vnco you; Now if atiyman ſhould 
EL 365 bo demaund 


*.. 


{ atechi/mg. 


demaund- the reaſon, why men in, theſe 


daics are no better come on, and growne 
to perfection in Chriſt his Religion,ſeeing 
that the Goſpell hath becne now ſo plen- 
teoully preached more than foure and for. 
tie yeares: itway truly be anſwered, that 
one cauſe thereof, 1s, for that men haue 
been fed with ſtronger meatthan their na- 
ture and capacitie was able to digeſt and. 


conceige: For cxample,If any. man ſhould 


put his child to a nurſe, to bring it vp, and 
ſhe ſhould fecd.jt with bacon and ſuch 
ſtrong meats, ſo that it ſhould conſume 
and pineaway '; whereupon , the father 


thereof ſending for the nurce, and asking 


her, how it.happeneth that this child prol- 


. pereth no better : forſooth maiſter (faith 


ſhe.) I cannot tell, I giue it nothing but . 
good and wholeſome, meat, and yet it Ii 


keth not. V Vhatmeat is ic,laith he? beefe Shewmee 
bacon,&c. The father hearing this, ſaith, nore be 
Oh, thou fooliſhnurce,, it is no marualle =—_iy F 


thatmy child thriueth no better ynder Fa hs 


keeping,feeing thou feedeft himwith ſuc] 
kind of meats, as are more fit for. men, of 
ſtrong nature , than for'ypyng:children, 
whoſe nature can beſt, agree, with more 
EZ 6:7 
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© Of thewſeof. | 

and ſuch liquid things :euen fo;although> 

rhat"many' pariſhes havebeene fed with 

F080 good andwholſome doftrine many years, 

onn! R | yet becauſe their capacitie was not able to'. 
| 


receiue it (for wanr of catechiling and of 
laying a good foundation) both the time 
was viicrderly ſpent, and the labour for 
the moſt partyrterly loſt: for good medi- 
cines* become vnprofitable by vnskilfull 


= wo =» << fy & wa, = tþ wy ow mi 


EE handling of them, and being nuſuſed,doe 
g more harme than profit. EINE 

1 : : | pee nf #0. 

| Exe.1z.41, In FExodwitisforbidden, that anyman 
l | being vncircumciſed, ſhould be admitted 


tothe communicating ofthe Paſſcauerzot || 
that any ſtranger, who by receiuing cir< | rc 


| cumciſion, profeſſed. not the like religion | t: 

| | with them, ſhould be admitted. Andin | b 

|| | Nomg.1,2, the booke of Numbers, there is anotable | rc 

|| 3.6% example concerning this matter, of cer» | el 

j taine,who being driuenfrom communica» | . k 

j ting the paſſeouer, becaule they hadpok || «:r 

ly luted theinſelues by touching a idead:bos FU « 

=: die, went toMoſes and Aaron, and deſired; | g 

| that their yncleanenefſe might be forgi- | t; 

Wl | -uen'thetii;charſorthey might eatthe paſſe- | w 

Wl | -ouer withthereſtof IHracl;alledging;that | b' 

q | ſeeing of 'necefsitic ſome muſt daily dic > a 
it ae | A ol 


 \Canchifing. 
fogreatamulntude, 1t ſcemed: nor, that 
thatwncleaneneſſe wherciwith they were 
pollured,:by doing theirnecefſarie dutie 
rotherr friends and neighbours (in bury- 


' ingof themYſhould be ſo great, that they 


ſhould -rtherefore' be forbidden to eat of 
the Paſſeouer with the reſt of the Church. 
But Moſes asking counſell of God, VVhat 
was to be done in this caſe © anſwere was 
made;that they ſhould not eat the Paſſeo- 


- uet with the ret of their brethren : and a 


law made. for: ener: after ,, touching that 


- matrer,;/That thoſe kind of vncleane per- 
| ſons ſhould notear the Paſſeouer with the 


reſt of Iſraell;in-the firft month, but ſhould 
tarric tocatitin the ſecond month. Here- 
by we may learne,thatnow:no man ought 
tobe admittedto the Lords table, and to 
the holy Communion; but he that is 


| knowne by: his:open profelsion to be of 


truereligion : for as muchas the body ex- 
celleth the ſhaddow, and the:truth the fi- 
gure : ſo muchmorecarcfully ought weto 
take heed, that the Sacraments, wherein 


_wethaue the truth, and the bodie it ſelfe, 


be not communicatedwithyncircumciſed 
and-ynclcane perſons. So that diligent in- 
| Ey. guifition 
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quiition-isto < had of every man, 
Giich heholdeth,and howhe ferueth God, 
leaſt we communicat with any, that are 
meere ignorant, and whoprofcſſe not the 
ſame true religion of Chr1 .VVhichthing 
was practiſed inthe primitiue Church, as 
Euſcbius reportethin his Eccleſiaſtical his 
ſtorte,and that ypon a Romane cmprencet 
named Philip, © 

The Apoſtle (who found great faule 
with the people in his time, becauſe they 


hadyet learned nofurther than theſe twa. 


points of doGtrine, repentance from dead 
Wworkes, and the firſt inftruftions of the 


faith toward God; ) what would he fay 
(thinke you) if he- were now living, and 


ſaw ſo many thouſands of people with vs 
in England,: that of faith and true repen- 
tance canſay nothing* Yea many that can 


ſcarcely fay the Lords prayer, the Articles 


ofthe faith,andthe ten commandements; 


and yet in moſt phriſhes be: admicred to. 


recetue the holy Communion” 


Whathusbandmen is he+(chinke you) 


that-cculd be content , after he had be- 


ſtowed great &: painefull traucll/in plow- 
mp, ſowing, Sx "and m_—_—_ | 


nails 
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his and, tfhe ſhould notin: due time reap 

ſome fruitand commodine thereby 2 Ani 

15:1tnot: then meete/that: good miniſters 
(who haue with great labour & diligence, 
fowne the heauenly ſeed of Gods word/a< 
mongſttheir pariſhioners) ſhould by ex+ 
amining of them;ſec,andvnderſtand what 
profit they haue taken thereby © Yes yn« 
doubtedly, Yea and what man liuing is 
there (iudge you) thatif he haue aworke 
of great value to be done (thewell orde- 
ringand doing whereofmay be muchto 
his-commodicie and profit , but the euill 
handling and marring ofthe ſame would 
greatly redound to his hinderance and 
veter vndoing ) that would ſuffer ſuch a 
one to take the ſamein hand, as hadnei- 


ther knowledge, skill, nor vnderſtanding 


tomake the ſame? Euen ſo,with what cone" 
ſcience can any [good miniſter: giue that 


which is holy, to dogges* orcait pearles Marth7.6, 


before ſwine © I meane' toniniſter and 
dcliuer the holy miſterics of the body and 
blood of Chriſt,to ſuchas be no better(by 
reaſon of their ignorance)thanturkes,and 
miſcreants? who neither know what they 
receive; to whatend they receiue'theſe 

| — E 1 - holy 


Of thivſeof © 
holy myſtcries;'notycriwhatprofit they! 
haue by worthulie receming of them? Ang 


therefore ſuchy communicants as cangiue 
no better 'account -of their faith';- than 


commonly themoſtpartofpeople'm moſt 


pariſhes doe, yeaand be aJtogethier: vn 
willing tolearne the ſame; not onely/fuch 


people{IſayYhad necd'tolooke welabout | 


them, and'with-good adufe/ beware chow 
they preſume to br-partakers of the Lords 
table, but alſo: the miniſter and paſtoar 
oucr ſuch-- people ought: to takergreat 
heed;thathe doe nor admit: 8&receinets 
the Lords ſupper, ach perſons-as are ſo 
wholly ignorant , and ſo: meanely inftru- 
E&tcd therein : which thing to doe, fuch 
people, not vnderſtanding whart the figns 
of the Sacramentmeanerth; they for their 


ps doe receiue them'to the deſtruRionefi] 


oth of bodic and ſoule : (without repen- 
tance)as prophancrs and abuſers thereof: 
and the miniſter for his part in thus admut- 


ting them, doth offend 1n a manner as 


if he ſhould receiue bruit beaſts to an holy 
banquet, to the great ignominiec and re= 
proch of Icſus Chriſt; and confuſion of his 


Church. And therefore , as that man be- 


fore 
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fore God, is guiltic ofthe death of his bro- 


\f, atechpfangs 

ther whom-he,percciucth; to be readie.to 
poyſon himſclfe, if he may ſtay him and 
willnot; ;euen ſo that, miniſter that know- 
cthany of his pariſhioners, by reaſon of his 
wicked life, grofle ignorance , and wilfull 
Rubborneneſſe'to. be vnworthie, to com- 
maunicateattheLords table, and may pur | 


him by, and will.not,, is guiltie of his con- 


demnartion inſoadmitting him... 

- But, alas, and. with griefe of heart I 
ſpeakeit, thatcheſe miſerable,dayes, in 
the which we doe nowliue , may in ſome 


reſpe& kily be compared tothoſe dayes 


_ andtimes,mthe which the Prophet lived, 


who complained ofthe great wickedaeſle, 


and diffolate life that abounded in the 


people at that time, when he ſayd, If I 12;h.a;rg; 


, were a fleſhly fellow., and apreacher of 


les, and told them, that chey might fic 
bibbing, and bolling, and be drunken, 
Oh,thar (faith he) were a Prophet for this 
people.. And doe we notptainely ſee, yea 
dayly experience proucththe ſame to be 
true in many places,that ſuch miniſters as 
be pot companions, anddoe either Ilooke 


on, or elſe be partakerswuh their pariſhi- 


E 111 oners 


\o Of ebevſe of 
IF? oners, in prophaning anditvickedly abu- f th 
Wi ſing the Sabborh day,indycing,dauncing; | at 
# | cardplaying, tabling,ftooleball; and ſuch | nc 
Wi: i! like vaine and vnprofitable exerciſes; als | th 
| though(inſo.doing)they ſweare and blaſ- : 
11138} pheme God neuer ſo much : yet theſe | Cl 
ll; miniſters (I fay) 'are of the 'moſt pare | of 
if 11 better liked of agreat deale, than thoſe } ſai 
'Y) thac earneſtly, andinthe feare of God,do' | to 
[ cxhort their pariſhioners toforſake ſuch || to 
; l vantics , and toreparre tothe Church on af 
Ih - the'Sabborh day, and other holy dayesto | m 
| |} be catechiſed,, andexaminedintheprin- | ſh 
if ciples of Chriſtian religion VVhat may. | te 
/'il we thinke of thofe-carelefle miniſters,who: þ ta 
il make mens of their ſaluation, and | || of 
dl: | PO TPtY ..0e by theſe meanes ſow pillowes vnder. | at 
wg *The elbowes of their people, making them || Ie 
Ii! || 7ere.6.144 belecucthatthey be in a good ſtate, when Al 
| j|| 7 im.5 22. itisalrogether otherwiſe , and ſo by con- || rc 
'| j £x6c%-3- 5 ſenting and winking -at their wicked- | L 
Tami: Deffe, are made partakers with them of & a 
t |} Thecoo- theirfinnes ; whoſe blood will be requi- k 
| {þ ſencers and red at their hands, According as the A> c 
q ||} $hedoers poſtle faith, how that they which com- n 
"Wit my , 1 th mitſuch things, are worthy of death, yet fe 
4 | alike, Pot onely doethe ſame; but alfo favour © 
[| Ho them | 
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chem that doe them : thatis, arefellowes 


dhdpartakerswithrthem in theirwicked- 


nes; and beſide that 1uſtific and pwr" 
themwhich doe amifle. -  __ = 
Anddoth-notthe Apoſtle c art cuery 
Chriftian that will be a worthic ans 
oftheLords table, before he come'to' the 


ſame,ro examinehimſclfe , thatis to wits r,C0r.rx,28, 


to:deſcend mtohis owne conſcience; and 
to tric his owne heart; whether he hathan 
aſfured faith, andſtedfaſtbeleefe, inthe 
merits of the death 5 paſsion , 'and bloods 
ſhedding of our Samiour Lleſus Clift; tobe 
touched with true and ynfeined: repens» 


| tancefor his ſinnes paſt, with fullpurpoſe 


of amendment ofthe Gaia) and be-inloue 


and charitie : and in the next verſe fol- yg. 


lowing he ſets down-a reaſon why the cx- 
amination ofa mans ſelfe , is of neceſsitic 


|| required before the :receiuing of the 
| Lords ſupper: For faithhe, he that cateth 
* and drinketh vnworthily, eaterh 6 drin- 
keth his owne damnation, becauſe he diſ- 


ccrneth not the Lords body, thatis, doth 
not conſider theworthineſle of it,&there- 
fore commeth to cate of this meat, with- 


out AFEUerence, not eſtceming the worthi= 
neſle 


Carechifoug NOPOR 
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_ nefle, price, ahdvertue of it, which inthe | e 
holy myſteries is ſofreely,andſo liberally | £ 

_ offcredvnto him. Andſothe Apoſtle bla || 1: 

- - .., Mingthe Corinthians for the prophaning || r 
of the body 'and'blood of the Lordin* his | t 
myſteries, conchuderh, That 1gnorance | \ 


both ofthe thing itſelfe,and the lignifica» 
tion thereof, was the cauſe of their abulc, 
for thar they came: vnreuerently to be 
p_ therof, notdiſcermngthe Lords 

ody. VVherefore weareadmoniſhed by 
thefearcfull example of the Corinthians, 
aduiſedly ro take heed , that we: thruſt 
not our ſclues to- this-table,. with rude 
and ynreuerent ignorance, which onely 
heretofore hathbene the cauſe of the de-. 
cay of God his religion , and the commit- 
ting of molt grofle idolatrie, For moſt cer- 
taine itis,that he thats ignorant,can nei- 
ther worthily eſteeme, nor eftcRually vie 
thoſe marteilous graces and benefits,ex- 
hibited & offered in the Lords ſapper:but 
either will ightly regard them, to no finall 
offence,or vtterly deſpiſethe , to his vtrer 
deſtruction: fo that by his negligence,be 
deſerueth the plagues of God ro fall ypon 
him, andby his contempt he deferueth. 
$- 9s; cucrlaſting 
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everlaſting torments both of body.and 
ſoule, Andrherefore ſuch: as by reaſon of 
ignorance,& want of knowledge, do not 
rightly.vnderitand why the.Sacrament of 
the body andhlood of our.Sautour Chriſt, 


; n, DOOM. 17 
b wy, & # 1 


| wasinſtitutedand' ordeined, be and ſtand 
in a moſt wofull and nuuſerable ſtace. 


.. Such people asare diligently called vp= 
onby. their miniſter-,-to learne the Cate- 
chime and other. principles of Chriſtian 
relion ,, whereby. they may, know to doe 
their-dutie both towards.God,, and their 
neighbourz;and doe-obſtinatly and wilful- 
ly-refuſe rherr:good: counſell-, may yery 
well be likened to certainepriſoners, to 
whom the priſon doorewas {et.open, and 


' Inſteed rogoe out, would willingly locke. 


themſelues infurther and further,turning 
their libertte , which they forſake, intoa 
ſtraighter priſon: and asthoſe people will 
neuer come to the phifition to be healed, 
which thinke-not-themſclus to be ſficke; 
fo there are no people more ynapt- to be 
taught and lightned of God ynto faluati-' 


- on, thanthoſe which thinke they vnder- 


ſtand, and ſee of themſelucs,when in very 


deed they are altogether blind , and for 


lacke 


hike of vnderſtanding; be oucrwhelmed 
and doubled in the darkeneswherinthey 
were borne,& ſowallowthemſclaes ther 
in continually-to their vrter deſtruction; 

- Thoſefolke are greatly'to be blamed, 
which either refuſe, or be aſhamed toſay 
the Catechiſine, andrenderanaccount of 


_ their fatthynto their miniſter ſecing that 


im time of poperie 'and 1gnorance', they 
were both willing enough, andalſo no- 


thing aſhamedat all ro:goe toſhrife,, and 


to confeſſe' their ſinnes to-their Ghoſtly 
father, which if they ſhould” not haue 


done, they then were- perſuaded thatnei- 


thier their ſinnes ſhould be-forgiuenthem 


of God,neitheryer that they might(with= 


out danger oftheir ſoules health) receiue 
their maker atEaſter (as they tearmed-it) 
vnleſſe they had bene ſhrmen : which 
thing to doe, was bath. withoutthewar- 
rant of Gods word, and alfo 'was much 
more-lothſome and-irkeſome-for any to 
vtter, and number hts notorious ſinnes m 
the prieſts cares, thannow to recite the 
Catechiſme, or yeelda reaſon of his be- 
leefe opely to the minitterof theirchurchz 
although this to doe, be both agrecable 
4 ta 
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Caterhifens 
WII en tures and alſoa thi 
vied and praftiſed:many yraresbefore an. 
ricular confeſsion was either: knowne''or 
invented; oo ntl ho a5 21b8 
It belongeth therefore: torcuery Chri= 
ſtian to hauc knowledge how-and after 
what manner he ſhall be ſaued. For exam- 
ple, whoſocuer he be thatis'ignorant of 
the principles and rules that appertainvn- 
to theſcience orartthat he profeſſeth,can 
neuer cometothe ehd,skill,or perfeRion, 
that his profeſsion rgguireth *{o the end 


_ of a Chriſtian man iseternall life, and his 
profeſsion.isto know and learne the prin- 


ciplesand rules that moſt plainely and fin- 
ccrely lead him ynto thisend of cuerla- 


. ſting felicitie; For he that 1s ignorant of 
the meanes;is1gnorantofthe end,and be- 


ing ignorant'of the cauſes, muſt needs be 
ignorant of the effeQt. Therefore the Ca- 
techiſme isa:thing moſt neceſlarie for all 


' people to learne:and vnderſtand © for as 


the- Phiſition- cannot: communicate his 
health with the ficke patient, or the haing 
man his life with the 'dead bodie of 'ano- 
ther man z but euery- mart+ enioyerth his 
Fad tA" 
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eucry man muſtknow andlearnc himſelfe 
the principles of Chriſtianitie, if che will 


be faued:. Foras he that will be a Phiſict- 


on, mult learne the precepts that teach 
phyficke 3 and he thatwill be a Mutition, 
matt learne the rules of Muficke; the Oras 
tour the rules of Rhetoricke,the plough< 
man the rulesof husbandry,:and lo eucry 
man the rules that: belong ro his profeſs1« 
on, or elſc he ſhall gener profitin his ict+ 
Ence or art,norbe actounted acraftsmany 


that knoweth not the principles and; my®. 


ſeries of his craft': no niore; before the 
mateſtie of God;:'is he to be- accounted @ 
Chriſttan- (although he-be baptiſed, and 
braggeth neuer ſo much of rhe'name of a 
Chriſtian): that rightly knoweth not the 


dutie belonging to a Chriſtian man, &c< | 


Tn my tudgement, if there were:ho! os 
therreaſonsinithe- Scripture-to perſuade 
Chrittians tobe diligentto learne the Ca 
rechifing,and fuel duties azappertatineto 
eytry good Chriſtian toknow, this onely; 


were ſutfictent: whereas our Sautor Chriſt 


fo bountifally.promiſerhitoallthoſe, _ 
he 


fothe knowledge thatanotherman hath, 
_ profiteth-nothum'thar'is vnlearned', bur 


Loos 
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Kft ſeek his fahers kingdome, and-ebe aunt 633; 


| 
ze | righteouſneſle thereof, that. 15; to. ſerue.&'5,6. [ 


e | God ſincerely eucry man mi his vocation, þ 
Ii | with true dealing towards allmen-(which. | 

- | cannot be done without ſome orderly be- 
hb | ginning and proceeding inlcarninghhow, 
; | andafterwhar manner he will be ferued 
+ | and worſhipped, and what dutic we owe 
s | tohimand our neighbour: thus:dowg, I 
# | fay, hepromiſcth, that we ſhall lacke no- 
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thing-that ts needfull for the maintenance 
andpreſeruation of our bodies inthis life, | 
and afterwards be partakers with him of ;, co-3.g; 
ſuch toyesas are vnſpeakable. + - |; Mare 25.34. 
| Now amongſt many \inconnentences 1 
thathaue and doe dayly. fall out in-our F{conuent- 
. Church and commonweale,through want *"-* = 
of theperformance of this dutie of Cates yan of di- 
chiſfing both publick]ly and priuatly, theſe ligent ca- 
areinot the leaſt : namely,that the people techiling. 
yet throughignorance-(which is the mo- 
ther of-all error)in moſt pariſhes, forwant 
of the performance of this dutie of cate» 
chiling.,are ſo farreoff from being growne 
_ toany ſmallperfection inthe moſt neceſſa- 
rie points of Chriſtian Religion,thatmoſt 
of them be not; yet ſcarcely entred _ 
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the true vnderfſtanding of any one poine; 
of Chriſt his religion. Nay many of them 
(cſpecially inſuch vlaces where they hae; 
hirelings, 1dle ſhepheards, and prophane 
Miniſters, who negleQthis dutic) are ra= 
ther gone backwards. For it 1s. well tobe 
prooued, that many, who 1n the time; of 
Poperie had then ſome remorſe of con+ 
ſcience,to be abſent on the Sabbath dates 
from Maſe, Martens, and Euenſong, and 
ſuch like ſuperſtitious ſeruice , are:now 
growne toſuch ſecuritice and contempt of 
God his religion, that they make no. con=- | 
- ſcienceatall to abſent themſelues, as well 
onthe Sabborth daies, as on other daies of |. 
holy meetings and afſemblics, bothifrom | 
publicke prayer, and alſo from preachung 
and catechifing, although they haue. now 
thing els to doc,bur only to ſit idly inthe 
alchouſe or caucrne,playing atcards,dice, 
tables,and other vnlawfull games. {+ ::4 
| 2 "Had it beenpoſsible,tharfuch ariotoi 
"bl. rout of rebels could haue been! aſſembled 
"$i together: (and that in:one corner ofithis 
Wit} realme)as were muſtered togerthery 
"Wil Earles of: Northumberland and :V Yeſt- 
I If . © merlandgintherwelfthyeare of —_ | 
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oners as hauc learned: (by: 
n: ++: FO 


of our late ſoucraigh Queene,inthe North 
_—_— had then been-prouided of a 


preach amongſt-them;'and- to :catechiſe 


them, whereby they might hauc had'vn= 
derftanding, both howgrieuousan offence 
before God rebellion ts, and alſo what al- 
leageance;: and-durifull', obedience good 
ſubie&s owe to: their Soucraigne prince: 


| Surely no, And yerſuchis the ttate3of the 


people in moſt countries (a pitifull- thing 
roremember) that if the Lord for: our vn- 


thankfulnefſe (as no doubt our finnes de 
. ſerue the ſame) ſhould ſtrrevpany.notas» 


ble rebell,forcaine or cinile,thatwere able 


. anything: like to make his:partic good, 
_ who would beare the people in hand, that 
| he would ſetvp Popiſhreligion;and ſhald; 

_ come into. fuck pariſhes, as lie drowned 


and plunged. inthefilehie bogge-mires of 


F ſuperſtition. and: ignorance.: nodoube:(ir 
| 5tobe-feared) that he:ſhould haue'nine 


partsof ten, that would;goe withhinm: to 
aſsft him-1n- this:rebellious: enterpriſe : 
whereas:on:the contrary part. ——_—_ | 
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Of thee of 
Hfing'and inſtruRtion) what boun-» 


deir dutie they owe;firſt toGod,;andnexe:- 


ro hisright excellent Maieſtic,will rather - 


ove their headsto the blocke, and their: 
neckes to the haltcr, than once to giue- 
conſentto take weapon in hand againſt: 


their Chriſtian and lawfull lege Lord and- 
dread Soueraigne, 


And vndoubredly this Srofſe ignorance. | 


and ſuperſtition that yet remaineth a-- 
mongſt vsinthe moſt places of his Maic<. 
tes dominions, through want of godly: 
Paſtors:to be reſident in their charges to. 
preach faithfully vnto ther people, . and; 
carefully to catechiſe them,was one ſpect« 
all cauſe why the cruell Spaniards and. 
their confederats did of late yearcs:bend: 
and band themſclues with fach great pre- 
paration to make aconquelt of this land, 


_ perſuading themſclues;thata great part of 


the people within her late Maieſtics do- 


m1mons would haue taken their part, vp-. 
on hope to haue the Maſle and Popiih re- 


gion eſtabliſhed, &c. 
-Me chinketh therefore, that all Chriſti- 
an,pvinces ſhould reckon all them that are 


NE andi Iignorant of their duty ry | 
Go 


_ God, tobeſuchasare 
ence. They rharfeare not God, will-they 
care for man? No verily ; but who ſo ma+ 
ketha couſcience of his wates to God,will 
neithcr for feare nor lone calily breake his 
faith to his prince . VVhar hope is there 


then, that.that man ſhould be profitable 


and durtifallro his prince, faithtull to his 
countrey, or carefull of keeping of 1uſtice, 


neuerlike to afford! 


cheir perſons true reuerence and obedi- - 


and the law, who is and hath becn faith= 


lefſe in al his life ro.God,the king of kings, 
and ſo fatre off from any care of keeping 
of 1nſtice,or lung vertuoully,that he ne< 
uer had any ſure: knowledge of the fame. 


For they that are rebels and traytors ro. 


God,cannotbe lotall and dutifallſubicts 
to their prince; Bur they that are faithfull 
to God,and of an vpright heart, and holy 
before himzcannot þ 

kingsand princes,nor of other hearts to- 
wards them,:than they are towards God, 
For he that knoweth well how to giue to 
Godrhat which belongeth to God,know- 


faithfulland-true feruiceof God,andthat 
ed A Wy Fy dutifull 


eynthankfulltocheir 


Preachj 


and ca 


cth alſo very well, how to gtue vnto Coar fing brioge | 

that whuch | belongeth to Ceſar : for the <th obedi+ 
enceto. | - 

Princcs. 


dutifull obedience towards: kings and” 
princes, are {o 1oyned and linked-roge- 


ther, that the one cannot: be: ſeperated. 


from the other. 


"And therefore, if the Lord our God of I 


his meere mercie and goodnefle ſhould 
vouchſafe to graunt vs the free vie of his 


Goſpell and Religion, as he hath done _ 


theſe foure andifortie years,and more,and. 
ſo to continue twice or thrice foure and 
fortie yeares more,and ſuch places ashaue 


been, aad yet be deſtitute of godly Mymi-. - 


ſers .tocatechiſe them, no better prout-. 


ded for ; ſurely thoſe people that ſhall 


then be, will be come and-growne to no 
morc knowledge and true vnderitanding 
of the way and meanes of their faluation, 
than if they ſhould haue lied vnder the 
gouernment of Poperie, 

To conclude this point, if his Matcſtie 
our moſt gratious | HATING Lord the 
King , ſhould make the, liketryall of his 
ſubicQs (eſpecially in ſuch rownes, where 

1gnorant miniſters,dumbe dogs,more ike 


i | 2756.10.17. Jerobogms prieſts and ſacrificing maſſemone 
# Þþ | 1-X5n. 12:92, pers ghthan truc- miniſters of the Goſpel, 
Y 1! 2-Ch10-139% haverhe charge of Gods people) dealing 


with 


AN a” rw _—_—  *aw. 


mn wy ww 


_ did with his houſhold ſeruants, as is robe 


. And when the time was appointed vnto 


' when cuery'one had ſheied whathe was, 19.0%, 


_ who were vnfaithfull' towards God z2and 

- Cohtrary totheir' expeRation he made 

$ much of' them that'feared the Lord and 
confeſſed his name, andforetained them 


$M Carechioap. * - 


with them; as Conſtantinus the 'emperonr 


4 


ſcene intheecclebaſticall ſtorie ofthepri- zwſebiue de ||| 
matiue" Church : VVhowhen he would vit=Confan, i 
take atriall ofrhem,hecommanded them #5 ©4713. I 
toſhew forth' of what religion they-were. 


them , cither to facrificeroidoles; and fo 
to remaine' his:ſcruants; or otherwiſe to 
confeſſe Chrilt, and ſo to:depart away: for. 


% 02 


thns he'tbought tortrie them, (as Toh did) 2. x;».r08. | 


all fachas were idolaters & denied Chriſt, 
he baniftied from” his 'court , ſuppoſing 
them neuer to be faithfull roward' him, 


ſtill in his ſeruice : exen'ſo , if his maicſtie 
would make the like” triall of hisſubieRs, 
in manypariſhes where Nonreſident and 
inſufficient miniſters hane had the charge 
ouer them, and pretend-as though his 
grace would ſet vp the mafle and popiſh 
religion , and that ſo many as would not 
ſubſcribe and willingly giue their conſent 

f F 1j thereto 


« 


-Ofe ves - . 
-thereto, ſhould forthwith forfeit /all their 
oods andlandsto his maieſtie, it1s ro be 
| Fared;rhat ſcarſe two of rwenty ſhould be | 
found in moſtpariſhes, that would rather 
looſe their lands and goods, ithennot to 
.renounce and forſake Chriſt 'and his relt« 
Generall | Fn But hereupon, ſome (forſooth) there 

obieCtions - that becanſe they-are 1 \it 
2painſtthe 3's ©Þat becauſe they are notwilling to 
vie of cate. 1carne any part of ſuch duties, as'belon- 
chifirg an- 'geth to'good Chrittians, goe- about to ex- 
\wered cuſe themſclues, ſaying 31t-1s-too much 
.and too hardithat yourequire of vs 4, and 
we are old and cannot learne. Tanſwere, 
that the harder it is., the more paines and 
_ diligence you ought to beſtow init. Far if | 
you-be perſuaded-(as you ought to be) | 
that you'are bound'ro-know your fathers 
will ; the hardneſfe of 1rmay not cauſe you 
toforſake your dutic ; I referre you bur 
to your owne-1tidgement, VVhatis he-a- 
mongſt you, that 1f in his fathers laſt will 
and teſtament, by rhe bencht whereof he 
lookethto enioy his fathers lands and pol- 
ſeſsions,: there were ſome clauſe: hard , 
_ would he not be diligent in ſearching it 
out, by reading, or getting it read _ 
624, | an 


ol 


bales ws | 


3 1s mu 3 Cf as O &* Fr Wu 


_.andagaine,by conferringwith other more 
| learned thenhimſclfe, and by having the 
. tadgement of the beſt lawyers. : ſothen if 
-in our cauſes andearthly mattcrs-{ whe- 
. ther we bee old'or young) no: hartineſſe 
.canlet and hinder: ys toflacke our duties, 


butrather cauſe-vs tovic more diligence; 


.euen ſo ſhould tbe, in-learning and ſear- 
.ching-out this will-and.teftament of our 
-heauenly father, whereby our hope 18:to 
come, to the inheritance of .cucrlaſting 
' life, If anypart. of it ſhould. be hard, yer 
that ſhould not cauſe an hardnefſe of heare 
- in vs,tocaſt offthe care of the whole, and 
-veterly-to refuſe:to learne- any part of 1t. 
.And:yct it is not ſa:hard: as ſome make 
j- :hew of, ſceingachild office orfixe.years 
.old is able wh | 
_:thenhalfe a yeare. For.diligence, and a 
, willing:mind,; will,make-that eafie-which 
- atthe firf}ſeemeth. moſt hard... - ; 
-Againe, anotherſortfay (tothe. end to Another | 
. excuſe their ignorance): we hope and be. 9bicQion, Þ 
lecuewell: thereuntol anſwere;rhat bare ; 
-hope,and bare beleefe: 1s not ſufficient 79% 17s Þ 
for aChriſtian:forwheretrue faithis,there q 
is alſo confeſsion 10yned with it, as the 


carne it-by heart,.1n leſle 


F 111 Apoſtle 


18,19, 
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Of the vſe.of 
'thereto, ſhould forthwith forfeit /all their 
goods andlandsto his maicſtie, 1t1s robe 

feared, that ſcarſe two of rwenty ſhould be 

found in moſtpariſhes, that would rather 

looſe their lands:and goods, ithennot to 
'renounce and forfake Chriſt 'and his ret. 

Generall But hereupon, ſome (forſooth) there 


 ©bieCtions are;, that becauſe they-are notwilling to 


2inſt | : | 
th of ind, learne any part of ſucli duties, as' belon- - 


chifirg an-'gcth to'good Chriſtians, goe- about to ex- 
iwered, cuſe themſclues, ſaying z-it is too much 
.and too hard;that yourequire of vs 41 and 
we are old and cannotlearne. Tanſwere, 
that the harder it is., themore paines and 
_ diligence you ought to beſtow 1n1t. Far if | 
you: be perſuaded-{(as you' ought to be) 
that you'are bound'ro-know your fathers 
will; the hardneſſe of it may not cauſe you 
roforſake your:dutie :-I referre you bur 
to your owne-1udgement. V Vhatis he a- 
wongſt you, that if in his fatherslaſt will 
and teſtament, by rhe benefit whereof he 
lookerhto enioy his fathers lands and poſ- 
ſeſs1ons,: there were ſome clauſe: hard , 
would lie not be diligent in ſearching it 
out, by reading, or getting 1t read yan 
$3; | an 
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-andagaine,by conferring with other mor 

_ learned. then himſelfe, and byhawng the 
. tadgement of the beſt lawyers. : fothen if 
in our cauſes and earthly mattcrs/{ whe- 
ther we bee old'or young) no: hardnefſe 
.canletand-hinder: ys to {lacke our duties, 


butrather cauſe vs tovic more diligence 3 


-eucn ſo ſhould itbe,in-learning and ſear- 
.ching.out this. will-and .teſtamenr of our 
-heaucnly father, whereby our hope is to 
come. tothe inheritance of. .cucrlaſting 
" life, If anypart of it ſhould. be hard, yer 
that ſhould not cauſe an hardnefie of heare 


in vs, to caſt offthe care of the whole, and 


veterly-to refuſe:to learne any part of 1t. 

And: yet it is not 1a:hard as ſome 'make 

- :ſhewof, ſceingachild offiue orfixe. years 

.old is able tolearnc it: by heart, .1n lefſe 

- then halfe a yeare. For. diligence, and a 

, willing:mind,! will,make-that eafie:which 

 atthe firft-ſeemerh molt hard. . 

Againe, anotherſortfay (tothe. end to Another | 

. excuſe their ignorance): we hope and be. obicQion, Þ 

lecuce well: thereuntolanſwere;that bare o 
.hope; and bare beleefe: 1s not ſufficient 79%*17» | 

for aChriſtian:forwheretruec faith is,there | 

is alſo confeſsion ioyned with it, as the 


F 111 Apoſtle - 


19,19, 


Of therw Fs 


BETINN 2ow, 10, 10. Apoſtle witneſlerh, where he ſatth;the be- 


Wifill ledgewith the-mouth;maketh:a man(ſafe. 


Yea and:Chriſt -our redemer faith, That 


BY ; | f | Znk 9.26.49 whoſocuer ſhallbe-aſhamed of him ,:and 
Vue; FN! 22.8. of hisword.,. he willbeaſhamed :ofthem, 


WT Mah, 7.21, 


[1191/Y 
*th 


© — 4; 


—— ——_— 


—_ we wei 


me 
—_ 


p _ 


_ 
HS - Doe rr—ee. 


0, SY Alia <s: , —_ 
——_ I - Ws 24s A 
CE — _ om—edti—— 
& agys > ns Pao Canin, $————_ 
. : who wn 4 ” —_— _ : d _ * = * 
— 4 vos ti —— 
a ee. — Cog” oo , h : JS 
: —_ 2h99%> mae ——— 92. vg, pt a its wy 
—_— - # Ay,” r” Fug > _ 
-= = —— - + — = —_—_ mm no oqnoyg—cn = 4 
< £ 


© WE Ss. OB Ants ee 
pgs 


«83h 
q - —_ pes —_ 
$402 WEB SEEDes. oe au + W117 CAPRI rows 9 on 5 I Sms bt 
"4 


(FIR 2ath.10.33, when:heſhalbcome in hrglory,and mthe 
W255. 3% gloryoof his farther. Andan anotherplace 


3. Tim.2.12, 


he ſaith, that, *Not:eucry-one that ſaith 
vntomme,Lord, Lord, ſhallenteranothe 


fatherswill which 1s1nheaue.Andinone ci 
- do his:hus will;zthat knowerh icnot. VVho 
coutd:be:content to /gme wages to fer- 
.uant:thar profeſieth: humſelfe inwords to 


| be alrusbandmangand yer nexcher know- 


.cchnorcan dor-any:part that belongeth 
to:goodbusbandry © and doe you thmke 
that: God: will aHow- or dike. of him: that 
. outwardly in words profefſcthhimſclfe to 
be a Chriſtian, ſaying, he-hopethand/be- 
tceucthwell , andiyctisnor able'toren- 


for. the; Lord promuerh, that. thoſe that 


} | | Maiih.7.7., ſeckeiſhall find;andſachas beſtow.labour 


and. giligence he willfurtherit, ard nor 


the cantrartc, $1 Y 5s 4 # 4-4 
655 {52h ; There 


kingdome ofheauen, buthe thardorh his 


derarcaſon of any:-point.of Chriftianirie © 
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lately intzented and begun by a fewecurt- 


. wascuerimore in the: Church of Chriſt (fo 5/27. W 


" of the eternall God;and/had made an-en- 


| ligion.- And alſo the ſame may plainely be 
prooucd' out of divers places ofthe {crip- 


\ There be a'third ſort-of people ;'who' a thirdob- BY 
partly-of ignorance. ,. and partly of malice ieftiona. | 

doe ſay, thatthe catechiling , and examt- 
ning -of pariſhioners is but a new deviſe 


ous heads,which(fay they)wasneuer vied 

or praCtiſed heretofore. V Vhereunto Lan- 
{wer,”thatthey are greatly decetued, that © * 
either thus ſay or thinke ;-fortbe contrary 
may plainely- appearc',iborh by che reſti- | i 
monme-and'tracreportof ſundry auntient :,L;« 55, WI 
writers,who manifeſtly affirme,that there 6. cap.z. Ec- I 
long asit was wellgoucrned) an inſtrafti- © Free it 
on called a Catechiſmez for thoſe tolearne 7... nom. 1 
that-werelately come to the knowledge 325 _ 


tranceinto the profeſsion of Chritt his re- 


rure.,cſpecially inthe epiſtlero the He- 
breives,: where the: Apoſtle in expreſſe Fi 
words ſaith : Therefore leauing the do- x 6.1,2.. | 
arine of the beginning of Chriſt (thatisto [| 
ſay, the firſt principles of Chriſtian rehgi- 
on, which we call che-GCatechiſfme) let vs 
be led forward vnco perfeQtion,nor laying 
pig againe 
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' 87.2. 


Of the vſe of 

. -againe the foundation of repentance, 
from'dead workes ,. and of faith towards 

God, of the doftrine of baptifine;z laying . 

on of hands, and of the reſurreQzon from 

the dead; and of the eternall mdgement. 

Likewiſe in the chapter next before.go- 
Heb.y.12.13-1ng,andalſoin the AQts of the. Apoſtles, 


| A825. theſame thing is there caſie to be gathe= 


£153. red:Yea &thatminiſters ought to examinc 
their pariſhioners (after they haue bene 
taught) how they haue profited: therein, 
:& ſofurtherto inſtruct them,may appeare 
Met.13. 51, by the example of our Sautour Chritt. 
$2.16.13, But ſpecially that chey ought toexa.- 
2415 17.@ mine ſuch'as be-comunicants, 'before they 
beadmittedrtobepartakers of the myſte= 
ries of the body and blood of our: fawtour 
Chriſt, may be proaucd by the-example of 
the Leutts (as15to be ſeenein the.ſecond. 
2 Chre.z 4,6 book of Chronicles)who were there com- 
«1413.19, manded to prepare the people vnto'the 
worthy recc1uing ofthe paſſeouer;In place 
whcreofhath ſucceeded the Lords ſupper. 
Now for as much as exanunatie 1s anecel+ 
farie part of the preparation,it muſt needs 
follow,that cuery miniſter of dutie-ought 
_toput this invſe & praGtiſe, within his fe- 
uerall 


209ng.5. 


_ uerall charge : for asthe print- in wax is 
— moreficlyrecejued,&fully-exprefſed, whe 


the wax 1s wrought and warmed firſt :; ſo 
likewiſe the effet of the Sacrament of the 
body and blood of our Lord and Sauiour 
Chriſt Teſus, ismoreltuelyfelt andſcene, 
whe the peoplerepaire &reſort therunto, 
with minds & hearts well inftry&ted, pre- 
pared,& throughly exatnined. And ye alas 
there-is almoſt no man, either miniſter,or 


 houſhoulder,whichtaketh'thisholy work 
and. exerciſc in hand,or hauing taken1tin 


hand,leaueth it not ſoone off, and withour 


profit. By which meanes(after aſorr)thoſe 


arc haled to the holy ſupper,whuch are al- 
together ignorant of the mateſty &.dignt- 


- rie-of fſo-high a miſterie, A great euill no 


doubt, and vnderpretence of religion ,. a 
]rcat cotempr of religion: becauſe infteed 
of the faod of the ſoulez&1n place of euere 
laſting ſaluation,get cucrlaſting condem- 
nation. For he that cometh vnro the table 
of the Lord,ought as well tovnderitad the 
vertue and dignitic of the Sacrament , as 
to put.off the old man:and muſt aswell be. 
induced with the vnderftangding of ſo high 
mylteries js to be furniſhed WEDAue, 

that 
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 Ofthe w/e of 


that is to ſay, Chriſtian vertues, For as 


ſinne maketh aman vnworthy, ſo:doth 


this groſle ignorance of many. 
And canthere be a more plaine proofe 
thatthe miniſter ſhould examine ſuch as 


are to be admitted to be partakers of the. 


Lords ſupper;and alſo thar the partte that 


1s deſirous to receine the ſame, ſhould 


render areafon of his faith and profeſs!on, 
than may be gathered from the example 
of Phillip , who would nor baptiſe the Eu- 
nuch- before he had confefſed this faith, 


who willingly andreadily yeclded todoe | 


the ſame'? Now if this datie be conuent- 
ent, and needfull to be'done of ſuch asbe 
ſtraungers and conuertedto the faith, be- 
ing of yeares of diſcretion, andthat 'of a 
mari of great wealth-and in authoritie, be- 
fore he be receited'to bapriſine'; then 
much more ought the like examination 
and' confcſsion to be made by euery one 
of yeares of diſcretion, before they be re- 
ce1ued tothe holy communion, who pro- 
feſle themſclues tobe Chriltians. + 
And if this noble 'genleman diſdained 
not, neither was aſhamed torender area- 
{on ofthis faith to the Hens” 
| c 
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2 "Catechs ang. 
ſed him, VYhy then ſhould any of meaner 
calling thinke ſcorne or refuſe tobe exa- 


| mined by theirpaſtorgin the principles and. 


points of Chriſtian Religion, both before 


their children be baptiſed, and alſo before 


they themſclues be. to be admitted ro 
communicat at the Lords table © 
And therefore very godlily hath our 


communion booke,which is confirmed by. - 


at of Parliament, ſet downe this,for a di- 
retion andrule to the Miniſter in this be- 
halfe, That none be admitted to the holy 
Communion, vnrill fuch time as he can 
fay the Catechiſme. And therefore tothe 


end the Miniſter that nuniſtreth. x, may 
| know who meanes to communicat, that 
' ſo-according to this rule , he may adnut 


them,or reie& them ; the ſame book com= 
maundeth thoſe that meane to commy- 
nicate in time conuenient, before they 
comezto glue notice of their names ynto 
him/; wluch notwithſtanding , if yet the 


| Miniſter will through his negligence. or 


wilfull error, any way adnut thoſe that be 
not thus qualified, it is euident, that ther- 


| inhe-not only yery perillouſly offendeth 


againſt his dutic preſcribed hun by God, 
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Of thevſeof 


bur alſo tranſgrefſeth in a moſt weightie 
and materiall point againſt'the booke' 7? 
and therefore 1s worthie to ſnſtaine'the 


- penaltie by the ſtatute appointed 'for 
thoſe,thart ſodangeroutly,both tothe/hure 


of their own ſoules,and the foules of their 
flockes, wilfully breake the laudable or-- 


ders thereof: which in this caſe, if ir were 


executed againſt the” breakers of theſe- 
good ofders,andtranſgrefſors of theſe ho- 


ly rules, it would no doubt giue an edge 
tothisargument, Butin the meanc time, 


and the rather to whet on thoſe that be in' 
authoritie,ro looke ſharpely and ſcuerely . 


to the breakers of thoſe ſubſtantiall or- 
dersand ſuch like inthe booke preſcribed, 
and becauſe for lacke of due obſeruation: 
hereof, we ce to the grear diſpleaſure of 
Almightie God, andthe infinit dammage 
of his people,this Sacrament moſtlamen- 


tably prophaned ; let vs yet ſomewhat, 


further coaſfider , what may be ſaid r6 


prooue, that this 1s-a dutie neceflarily to. 


be performed of cuery Minitter, toadnmur 


noneto be partakers of this holy''Sacras. 


ment; vnleſſe, forany thing tharman can 
1ndgc;he know them tobe fitly: prepared. 
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|. that ſuch was the care of the good'pricit 


_ areweabletoteach, that the Miniſter js 


one ſort may be admitted, and the other, 


_ read 2. Chron.2 3.19. to his perperuall com- 


on beforemadeof them, And how.can 


VVeadde of purpoſe (for aby thing that- of | 
mancanwmdge)for we meane not,neither 


bound to repell- ſecret hypocrites, whom: - 
God only can diſcerne. -But our meaning 
1s only roſhew, thathe is bound to pur a. 
difference berweene theſe that..can and 
do profeſſc, that they haue examined and 
prepared themſclues as rhey ſhould; and 
thoſe that either for Ilacke of skill cannor, 
or for lacke of will haue not : that ſo the 


vntill they grow meet,repeclled.V Veread 


Tboida, thattheſe good lawesof the Lord, 
ſhould in his time be obſerued,thart as we 


mendation, he ſer-porters by the gates of 
the houſe of the Lord, that none that was 
vncleane in any. thing, ſhould cater 1n. 
Now by theſe places cucry man may ſee, 
that neither the Lord nor his. fairhfull mi- 
niſters-could abide ro. haue. the Sacra- 
ments of the old teſtament. prophaned, 
by the cunning of men, hand ouer head, 
without due preparation, and cxaminati- 
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we thinke thattheL 


tothEm only that were rightly prepared) 
can abide now to haue his moſt comforta—/ 
ble Sacraments of the new teſtament, in 


to them of the old, fo careleſly miniſtred, 
asthat the Miniſter ſhould not-necd to 
looke, whether thoſe ro whom he admi- 
niſters them,be fit or no 2 God by his Pro- 


then, for that they offered vncleane bread 
vpon his altar,and yetwould fay, wherein 
haue we polluted thee { ro whom he an« 
fivereth, In that ye ſay, the table of the 
Lord is not to be regarded : which/he pro- 


rie to his ordirance;they offred the blind, 
lame,and ficke: which if oneſhould offer 
vnto an earthly. prince, it would not be 


moſt wftly betaken vpagainft venow,'in 
moſt places,forthat ſuch-yncleane perſons 
do vſually-for lack of catecluſing and pre- 


rable; to offer there vnto himtheir blind; 
g5 'Jame, 


ord (whothenwould 
hauc his Sacraments to be had in ſuchre=” 
ucrence, and ſo carefully to be mimiftregd: 


djenitic and worthineſſe.no whit 1nferior: 
Xa11.6,7,*. phet Malachie complainerh of the people | 
ueth inthe next verſe;in that,that contra- 


accepted.” Enen the like- complaint may 


paration before, approch/ vntothe Lords - 
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V.Vho is there amonglt you, that forall, 
this fearefull, diſorder, will ſhut the. dare, 
againftſuch f Mal. 1.7.8-10.;Hven fo, in, 
molt places amongſt ys, he may.tultly re-, 
new the ſame, becauſe 1nmolk places, (as. 
there ought)chere is not an); ſhurting our: 


of the. ignorant, ſuperſtitious, and Jeaud. 
in life, fromthe Lordstablez,and: yer the, 


Communion book, and ſo ous Scate, doth;r, the Rus 
by. law-inable.the Miniſter to repell pot biicke be. 
onely tlic ignorantand.yncatechiled, but, forerhie'c&e" 
thoſe alſowhich-be nor in charigie,, or. arg 999% Re | * 
otherwiſe guiltieof any norerious: crime 2-1. 
_ and therefore the, greater. is: the, fault of . 


thoſe miniſters,thatwithour due examinas 


tion andcarechiſing before had «doe hand |... 
ouerhead admitfuch. Ghrilt alſb,Matth;sy 


23, 24 ſaying-34f thou [dock bripg thy, 
oift yato the altar, and-chere remembcelt 


 thatthy. brother bath ought againſt thee, 


leaue therethine offering before the altar 


| andigoc and þe-xegoncaled firlt voto phy. 
brother,and thengome and offer thy gut 


doch.moit plainely. teach ys a hat.inahe 
\ ; G time 
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i P00 Theud Gb.s, was, ſuffered to toyneiin prayers: withithe | 

FRG <92-77-© 18. reſt'of the Chriſtians, vnleſſe he would firſt 

I acknowledge hisfinnegand keep his place 
56 WHIP TIOE amongtherepentants, whichthey ſay, be 


ly epiſt.28, 


my Zogor.{b.7, 


Eo :  Ofthevſe of 
time eof th ealtar,orold teſtament,notzond 
ly ceremonial; but alſo merall vngteane< 
neſfe too;made them vntit'ts' come, and; 
to be admitted to the offering- of their 
gifts vntd God: and therefore,doubtleſſe, 
morall yncleaneneſle ; whether: it be:in; 
faith'or matiners,if we ſticking ſhull there- 
in, doe: prefame to cometothe Lords ta- 
ble; dothieuetihow alſo cauſe our ſpiritu- 
all acrifice of thanksgjuing, which in'the 
vie of thisSacrament weſhould offer vnto 


7 4, .:theLordfo t to be'of 
_ 4 1&Lord for our redemp 20n,! o be of no 


thereforeweread;that Philip che Rotane 


h.tib. 
Niceph.tib.5. ' Emperor was not by the Biſhop that then 


Cap. 24. 


willinghy did.-Andvpon theſe conſiderati« 
ons, Ho deubt; the famous: Biſhop Saint 


Ambriſe Aface thie-Emperour Theedeſins, 


guiltte of raſh blaudſhed,vntodue repen- 
rance;before: :he would-fuffer his ſo much 
as to conc itito the Church or afſembly-of 
Chtiltians; Theſsreaſons or ſuch like wete 


of kichfotte alſo withithe author of the | 


firlt 


«account: of 'tecKoning mn his ſight. And | 
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fr itexp ofition vpon Matthew, fathered vp< 


oh ChryſoFlome , that in his:83 homilie he . 


hath vſed theſe wordsin this behalfe ro all 


_ miniſters 5 Non parua vobus imminet pahd;erce 


There hangcth ouer your heads no'finall 
puniſhment, brethren,if wittingly ye ad< 
mirany.man, as yet defiled with any fil- 


thinefle, to bepartakersof 'thistable, for 


his bloud ſhall ac;yourhands be required. 
If therefore any (faithhe)beinga Dukes 


a Conſall;or a/King, wearing a crowne;do - 


come ynworthily;ſtay him,pur him backe: 
And alttle after he reaſons thus: If amas 
terſhould command lus ſeruants to keep 
ſwine frony defiling a cleane fountaine of 
water, they were bound foto doe';' how 


. much more ought the-Miniſters to keepe 
this pore and holy ſacrament froin ſivinih 


people * And fo inthe end he concludeth, 
that all ynworthy commersthereuntoare 
tobe put backe and for his own partpro- 


' teſteth,that he would rather die, than by 
' feare be compelledto admit'any.therunto 


whom he knewto be vnfit; And truly,the 
danger to the-ynworthycommeris {uchs 


_ the finne of the Miniſter in'wilfully pro 


phaning the Lords ſacramenr,by giuing it 
oy "WY - vnto 
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. vnto ſuch;ts theircondemnation, ſo. hai 


nous; andthe dealing of Miniſters inad« 
miting ſuch;knowingthem ro be vnfit;ſo 


contrary to theſe places and: reaſons be« 


fore alleadged, thatindeedall godly Mi- 


* niſters ought tobe of hismind : and ther- 


fore by moſt carefull catecluſing of them, 
tolabour mtime to prevent this. 

" Andro this end alſo many godly:lear- 
pedwriters very well agree, as:amongft 
others,M. Bullinger in his 5 5 Decadezand 4. 
Sermon. fol.go7. faith : Aſſuredly no pro- 
fit or fruit is to be looked- for 1n the 
Church of thoſe hearers, that are nor per- 
feftly inſtrafted im the principles of relt- 
gion by catechiſing :forthey-know not of 
what thing the Paſtorin the Church fpea- 


 kerh,when they heare the couenant, the 


law, grace, faith, prayer, and the Sacra- 
ments to: be named. Therefore if in-any 
thing , then in this ought greateſt dilt< 
gence to be vied. F] 

Alfo M. $c3a in his Oration' that he 
made the g.day of September, 1:£61: be- 
fore the Frengh: king, and diuers:/princes 
and-nobits,&c Amongſt other things 
which he there: yttered.,/ prooumg: _ 
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 therearebit onelyrwo Sacraments, -rios 
allowing the other fiuewhich. the Papiſts 
' . call Sacraments, hath theſe: words:tons» - 


ching Confirmation :: And yet-inithe 
meanc time we thinke we haue ſufficient» 


office whereof; is, to catechiſe' agd:/toin- 
ftru& ſuch as haue been baptiſed: in their 
infancie,and generally all perſons, before 
they ought to be admurred to. the' holy 
ſupper: WW; 1 WETSE 7 IE FR N, ALICR 1 

\M. Peter Farct, ſometime Miniſter of the 
word of God.in the reformed Church: of 
Lions,in lus booke of Dialogues,. calleda 
Chriſtian infiruRion. pagi373 ;'All thoſe 
(faith he)thart cannor yeeld anaccount of 


. their faith,muſt be ſhutout fromthe Came 


munion of the Sacramentszif at the leaſt 


they.:bee: not able to; (declare by ſome 


meanes,that-they vnderitand that which 
behoneth them:to vnderſtand,to be found 
capable of the Sacraments, And this s the 
cauſe why thatta the well reformed cliur- 
ches there is not only Catechiſmes for the 
inftruftion of young children, bur allo. fa- 
mikzar and priuat inſtructions for ſuch as 
beof age, beſide the preachings'and the 

NS Guy other 


ſo particular examinations, where 


ay 
. canſe all ſuchi>to yeeld. a reaſon abcker | 


faith; which have not as yet: atall yeelded 
anpcertaine:reaſon-of their:fanh , tothe 
end thatthey:may theibetcer: know: who 
they bez''that ought'to be admitted 'to 
tle:;Communion of the Sacraments, and 
which not, tothe end that they be:not 
prophaned-atid;polluted' neicher.by-the 
Miniſters which diſtribute them, nor yet 
by: them whith-receiue. then! at. their 
hands,as welltothe condemnation ofthe 
one ſort,asof the:other. - 1 > * 
This whnch we haue already: written, 
Innidſeinnd) vnlcefle menwere growne 
- marucllousvntoward,and.wilfull, to pers 
ſuade encry:miniſter,, moſt ſpeedily and 
painfully ,-royeeldrothe performance of 
this ſo necellarie:adutic';butſceing its 
greatly to be feared, cucnby'the experts 
ence, which we hage alreadie had, that 
alrhough ſome will take occaſion hereby, 
rofallto hisworke, that yet moſtwill re- 
maine. as negligent” as ener they haue 
-bene notivithſtanding theſc chingsalrea- 
Treadie written; we veal Il yet ad areaſon or 
wo 
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two more; apilthat ſuch asaremore like-; 


lywith ſuch to:preuaile.: Furthertherfore,! 
ſach are to.calktomind,whatipuniſhmens 
1s bythe ſtatutes prefixed before the conm 
munion booke;z appointedfor-the wilfall 


| breakers of the orders,thercin appointed; 


and: then let them looke-in the rubricks, 
after. confirmation, where:they ſhall find 


order taken, thar ypon;Sunday'orHoli- 


daycs, the Curat ofeuery pariſh, ſball dis 
ligently' and - openly in. the Church, in- 
truft ; and. examine-ſome of the youth 


in-the;-pariſhs:in the Catechiſme,. for 
the ſpace of halfe an houre,, atthelealt; 


where .we. wiſh;them to. .conſider-theſc 
words.,: Infiru#: and examine z. that ithere- 


by they may perceiue , 'that-the booke 


requireth, not onely that they:ſhould erie 


whether they can ſay the, bare words with» 


out booke,: which they arebiddento doe 


 by:examination 4 but that alſo, it bindeth 
them; to: teachithem to. ynderſtand-the 


meaning-of the words;3asthe otherword, 


. (inflruGion) doth. imports And-leaft they 


ſhould thinke.;thatonely. che;youtb:are 
by: them to be-catechiſed;, Knotchereſts 
0 them marke alſo » that byghe laſt rule, 
Abt: G3 10. :- 4.08 
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ſer downetumthe ſame place;corderis ta 


ken: that'they ſhould admit none cothe'! 
holy cottitnunion,vntilthe:canay the Can! 
techifine z and ler thenrtellme, howats 
cording 'to':the. law; they: can obſerue: 
that order; yaleſſe :they-alſo trie-cucry: 
one by: exatniuiation., beforethey admir: 
them -andfo they ſhall perceine-, tharbys 
expreſje law, vnder a greavpenaltie, they: 


_ ar© bound to theſe three! things -cuery 


Sunday and Holiday, diligently & opens: 
ly to-catechiſe and that not youth onely, : 
bur all che reftallo , before:cuer they ads: 
mit them?ro'the Lords table : inſtrufting! 
them ſo, that not onely they may ſay the: 
words, but alſo whderftand chem. Forbet-? 


ter execution- whereof; 1njthe booke of: ' 


Eanons, agreed vpon ſince ,'in theicreatts: 


_ on, 1571. authoriſed: to''be/printed and 


publiſhed by her maicſtiespriuiledge; or= 


der1s very carecfilly-cakengithatthe minis! 


ſersof eueryChurchſhall 'beready inthe! 
Church ,'by an&by!; afternoone,:cucry: 
Sunday: and Holiday , whereithey thall' 
read, at the: leaſt ewo-houres; and teach! 
the Catechiſine gnſtrufing/-alltheir flock, | 
eFwadtagoand degre cſocuery; not onely. 
22 jr © maid, 


L 
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* 


maids;:bar alſothe clder,ffneed be; And 


furcher they: are willed: there,g: that they: 
fignifie: ynto:the people, thariieis prout-! 


' dedby the law of the Realme, thatnqne: 


of them may. citherrecetue the holy.com-! 
munion, or be married, .or vndereake for 


_ acchild in-baprtifine, voleſfe before they 


haueilearned? the principles: of religion, 
and can ftly-and aptly anſfwere-vntoall: 
the parts of the Catechiſme. Again fince, 
bythe high Commiſsioners 1576, it was a+ 
greed vpon, anddetcrmined; their names 
bemyg ſubſcribed vnto-the ſame; that euc- 
ry Parſon;Vicar;and Curat;,:ſhall-doe his: 
diligence,.;to-inſtraQt: his pariſhioners as 
aforeſaid,. not admitting anytothe Lords 
table, or to bemarried ; orto:be Godfa- 
thers, and Godmotliers,for any child, ex-: 
cept"they can anſwere to thelittle Care-: 
chime: with additions , which be concer= 
ning-the ſeacrall dutics 'of :alkeſtates and; 
degreesof men, and the Sacraments,very 
good and'neceflarie} Befidesall this, we. 
takeat that moſt Biſhops intheir. vifitati- 


| ons;hauec in their iniuntions, very earneſt. 


ly given 'foorthrarticles tovrge themint- 
{ters dutifully te. obſrrue theſe: orders,” 
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concerning cate chiling, And: ;yetiit'is fo: 
rarea thing,:to find theminiſter that. obs) 
ſerueth theſe lawesashe ought, thatthey 


that would. faine-/performe their duties * 


herein,arewondredat;as Owles1n anTute- 
trec3zand becauſe of the-manifold exam-: 
ples roundabout them-,/ tortheicontrarie,;: 


and yet continuing withoutiany pumſhs: .. 


ment, byauthorite , theyicanior andeed) 


poſaubly bring itto paſſe, that: theſe rules” 
, 'May be obſerued. And therefore they that: 


be mauthoritie, muſt put'/aftronger hand 
to the ſeeing.of theſe: good orders .cxecu-! 
ted, than heretofore theyhaue done;ortls:. 
ie will neuerbe-berter in/motbplaces, for- 
any thingthat we can'perceine:: And 1t-15: 
high txmetharthis be effeRtually gone: a»: 
bour, or els'the very:Papiſts. (who TORY 
hererofore been the patronesof darkenes: 
and ignorance): will :n their:kind; to:out. 


ſhame; beifound-farrebefore vs, herein : 


for they lrage'not onely:m their Triden- 
tine Counſel}; and in: the:cight; ſefsron: 
thereof im the decrees: ofitheir generall: 
reformation"; taken"order-for: the; prea+. 
chins'of :the- word an euery> Church all? 
Sundaies'anl Holydaies; bur allo, ra 

their 
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their pariſh priviia,beall Sundejenand he 
ly:dates-compelted.to-catechiſe 5 and rhe 
| betterto enable them, there is;by theau- 


” 


'| thoritie'of that Connſell; and by the com- 


maundement of 'Pope 2:4 the tft;a Cate- 
chiſme publiſhed,'toinftrutcheir pariſh 
prieſts from point to point, how-to: cate- 
chiſe. The ſame'end. no. doithe of 'it had 
their great door Caniſin', in ſetting forth 
his Catechiſine,, and enriching it with ſo 
largeandample-teſtmomes of all ſorts z 
andwe heare:that indiuers plages amogſt 


| theta, great-diligence [is-v{ed:therein. 


'V Vhata ſhame were itthen' for ys,' in this 
great: light tobe negligent thll,/1n laying 
thefoundation-of Chriftian religion in the 
hearts of the-people;by catechiſing ; fin- 
ding them. ſo-yigilang/ and painefull in 
planting their; Antichriſtianpgrrours' and 
herelies1n the heartsof theirs; thereby © 
.  Andasthis charge-and\dutie; was en- £,49,12.26 
10yned to the prieſts and /Leaites'in the WW 
- tune of the law, and ſoinlke manner. ro Pene.4.9-10, 
che Miniſters now inthe time.of the Gof- © 5 %7- 
_ pell; ſoalfo. inthisbehalfe wasitgiuen, as 77 #5 
a ſpeciall chargeand-commaundement to 
_ the fathers,liuing vnder thelaw;that they. 
; ſhould 
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_ Of theyſeof * 
ſhouldteach and inftrutcheiryonth;cbil= 
drenzand familie;ro viderftand themiſte. 
riesanditrue meahing ofthe Lords Paſleo- . 
uer(a facramentvſedrhen amongſtrhem) 
ifthis duty were ncedfull tobe performed 
by parents and houſholders in thoſe dates, 
how much more ought it tobe done and 
practiſed 6f fathers andhonſholders, now - 
living vnder the clearelightof the goſpel, 
in whomyndoubredly acgreater perfeCtion 
2s looked for and required, than'in then! 
ſothara tore gricuous puniſhment will 
be laid vpon thoſe that negleR this dutie 
now,than did then, coſidering that by bow 
much our ſacrament is excellenter:then 
theirs,byf6 mach therfore-ought there to 
be greater careandUiligencevied and had 
1n preparing the'peopletherero.” 
As it is vety connement, that he that 
_ will hearethie word fruitfally; ſhould-pre- 
pare huniſeIfe before he heare ſo likewiſe 
5 it ver y'needFull for lintithar will recetue 
the'Lords ſupper- comfortably ,7 that-he 
ſhould'by-exaiination' be: prepared be- 
fore the receining therof;This preparation 
both before licartmpandreceiaing,is as 1t 
were a kind'of phificke,, tor preparatiucs 
arc 
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Catechiſing, 82" © 
are mifyſtre] alwates before phiſick,other- 
waſe1t-would doe no good, but-hurt;ſo vn- 
. lefle examination-.goe. before. the Sacra- - 
ment;the party ſealeth vp the-threatnings 
which are written againſt him, inſtead of 
the promiſes which are made vnto hun;for 
theſacrament is aſcale,& therfore ſealcth 
good or euill,as euery other ſeale doth. 


Forif the Minſter doe not particularly 


| examine his pariſhioners,alcthough other- 


wiſe hebedihigentin preachmgand exhor- 
ting them to learne the principles and 
orounds of Chriſtian; religion, there wall 
come and appear little profit or none at all 
by: his labour. For as that ſchoolemaſter 
which ſtill commandeth his ſchollers, ſay- 


| .ing, Learne this, learne this,andyet neuer 


1 


calleththemto an account how the ſame 1s 
learned, may well aflure hunſelfe, that his 
{chollers will-haue buta flenderregard to 
be perfetintharwhich he commandeth, 
becauſe they thinke they ſhall neuerbee 
examined how they .hauc profited:;euen io 
fallethit out with the Miniſter towards his 
pariſhioners,as experience prooucthit. . 


There ace alſo. a fourth ſort. of people, a fourth 
whoto cxcuſether wilfull blndnefie and obicQion, 
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_- Of theyſeof __ 
intollerable ignorance, doe fay;*thatal- 
though they cannot yeeldany account'sF: - 
their faithin forme of words,yer(lay they) 
we hope that God will accept our well 

meaning and good intent, &c. Totheſe 
we anſwere; thatifthewellmeaning and' 
good intent would' haue- pleaſed God, 

A7.23.3. &c what ſhould hane letted Saint Paule to 

haue bene ſaued inhisharidaicall inn 

ſeeing that he-was an earneſt follower of 

the law of God : yetthisnotwithitanding,' 
. hefſaith, he was for all his good meaning” 


EWHR 2.75.1. 13. aperſccutor and aplaſphemer. The like: | 


caſe was of rhany of theſe, who crucified 


IH FR 4.12, crc. that they had done(Fod good ſeruice,be- 


cauſe they accounted 'them ro be-falſe: 
Prophets and enemies to God. Likewiſe 


LH! x. $21.13. 9. King Saw thought that he had done great 
i HR ©< © 15-8. worſhip vnto*'God);'when 1n the abſence 


Oe. of the Propher, he offre d burnt offerings. 
'F And*againe, when asof agood intentas 
he ſuppoſed,/he ſpared'Zzxe the King of 
the 'Amalekites aliue, with the beſtrand' 
fatreitfocke of ſheepe and oxen, &c:pre- 
tending thar he: reſerved them t6'offer 
viito the'Lord « but forall his weltkmea® 
wh 3363 , | ning, 
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ning, he was:ſharpely-repreoucd by $«- 
mucl the Prophet, and afterwards depoſed 
from his kingdome, &c.//zz4hthought he 
had: done God high feruice, when of a 
good intent he ſtayed the Arke of God in 
the waine, being 1n 1copardie of falling, 
bur yet forhisſo doing,theLord wasgrie- 2, $:m.6.5.09 } 
uoully diſpleaſed with himgin ſomuchrhar 1.c6r0,13.9. | - 
he wasftriken,and ſuddenly dyed. Sdalfſo, | 
V2ziah fortaking vpon him to barne in- 
cenſe yntothe Lord,thinking that by this ;; 17,0. 
* meanes he ſhould highly pleaſe God, was Mah 16-21 
- (for all his pretenſed holineſle ) ftriken 22223: 
with leprofie, and ſo: being calt out of 49-5353 | 
the. houſe of the Lord , hee: continued g,j,10.2. 
alcaper eucn-ynto his death; .So that all 
well meanmgsand good-intents whatſo-. 
euer,without the warrant of the word of 
God, be accurſed, confidering that where 
no faith 1s, there is naughe bur {inne, and 
alying and decetueable opinion .' But 
would faine know of theſe folkes,thatyns 
derthe titles of well meaning-and good: 
1ntent, goe about to excuſe theirynwik- ' 
lingnefſe to learne ſuch things as are moſt 
neceſſarte for all Chriſtians rolearne,whe- 
ther they would thinke' themſclues ex 
atis- 


| 
2.King 21.6, þ 
2 Chron. 26. | 
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fatisfied ; Woe. rh andaaid, ifrheir cre« 
ditour, td: whom they had lenta piece of 


money;ilipuld alleage and ſayvnrothemy | 
char he had dreamed that he paidtheim 2 


Or if any ofthem being amaiter, had gi- 
uen forthin writing their whole mindand 


uen in charge and commaundement;nei= 


roadto it, nor dimvinſhit: : whether they : 
would be content with their ſeruant; that 


would not yvouchſafe cither:to.read ,. or 


learne their remembrance,bur ruſting in - 


his owne wit; would doe all things after 
his owne will and mind? And ſhall noewe 
thinke that-our matter and heauecnly fa- 


thcr , who.hath lefe vs in writing his will | 


and mind, to the end that'we ſhould 
keepe and 'fulkllthefame , will allowand 
take for payment our well meanings and 
good intents, without either knowing or 


learning the. ſame bus will and mind-!.No 


verily. 

Thereareyc ct ancith er. fore abo miſlike 
of learning of the: Catechiſme*, becauſe 
that ſome thathaue learnedit-(fay.they) 
do live asdiflolutly,leaudly,and diſorder= 


i D a chatneuerknew it, To whom | 
”_ I ans - 
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will, to one of their ſeruants;, and had gl | 
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| But if theſe people would (ſerting affeRi- 
ET" 


L rev i 


It 
, 


pm 


will not by ceaſonthinke,that he thar hath 


his eyes and fight, ſhould walke more fafe 
without damage of falling, than he that 


hackerbhis fight, and is altogetherblind® 


cuen ſothere is no man that hath learned 
and knoweth by heart out ofthe word of 


| God, both how God will be worſhipped. 


and ferued, and alſo how to order himſelfe 
rowards all men; but that he ſhould walke 


'} more direRly and. chriſtianly inhis yocas 


tion, then he that neither knoweth, .nor 
hath learned any part of the ſame : for ig- 
norance 1s the mother ofall error,and the. 
blind (as we vſe to ſay)eateth many aflic, 


© fthevbof 


on afide) now diligently marke with ad- 


viſed-1tadgement the ſtate of the world, 


they ſhall find,that drunkennefle, whore- 
doine, ſwearing, filchy communication, 
&c. and all other wickedneſle, doereigne 
nowhere ſo much as amongſt them that 
either refuſe to learne the Catechiſme, or 
elſe amonegſt;them , where the ſame isnot 
taught and vied, &c. My nn 
Now to conclude, Tay, thatall ſuch as 
be drowned and plunged inthe miſerable 


gulfe oftgnorance, and hauc no care to -þ, - 


learne and know thoſe things that apper- 
teine to their ſaluation, feeding them- 
ſclues im their owne fooliſh affeHions, in 


_ fleſhlyluſts, andin worldly vanities, ſhall 


and 7.23, 


bctaken as beaſtsfrom the paſture ynto 
the ſlaughter , fromplealure and worldly 
paſltime,vnto paine &perdition eternally, 
and to be partakers of that moſt horrible 
and wofull ſentence, which ſhall be pro- 
nounced by Chriſt ypon all ftubborne and. 


| | "Mar25.41, Febellious, ro whom ſhalbe faid , Depart 


from me ye curſed, into eucrlaſting fire, 


Lake 13.2 which is prepared for the deuill and his 


angels. But contrariwiſe , allfuch as be 
delirous_and willing to learne and vnder- 
by | | ſtand 
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Chriſtianitic, and to pradtiſe the ſame in 
their lives and conuerſation, ſhall be ſure, 
as Gods children,to have all things netef- 
ſarie and comfortable byGodsprouitdence 
in this life to their contentation, and after 
to enioy and for cuer to poſſefſe God his 
kingdome, and tobe placed amongſt the 
ſheepe on hisright hand,to whom our Sa- 


utour Chriſt ſhall moſt comfortably ſay, Mar 25. 34.) 


Come ye bleſſed of my father,take the in- 


her:tance of the kingdome which 1s prepa= ' 
Þ red for you from the foundation of the 


world.The which kingdom,God our moſt 


mercifull- father vouchſafe-to graunt, vs, 


not for any merits or worthinefſe of works 
that are in vs, but for his mercies ſake, and 
for the merits of his deare ſon Icſus Chritt: 
to whom with the Father, and the Holy= 
ghoſt, one ummortall mateſtie of God, be 


all honour, gloric, praiſe, and thankesgt- 


ung, world without end. So be it. 


'FINIS. 
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geſtions;to be demaunded by 
Pris and Houſholders of rheir chil- 


. ren and ſeruants, before they come to be. 
partakers of the Lords fapper. 
I R.C.' 


\ Vet. Doe-you purpoſe toreceiue the 
holy Communion 7 © + 
' Anſw, Yea by Gods grace. BH 
NueFi, VYhat isthe Lords ſupper * 
Anſ. It is an-holy ceremonie or publick 


9 10008 ple; firſt, to ſtirre vp, encreaſe, and main- 
14 15410 rain their faith:then,to teſtifie beforemen 
4 14:] hisreligion.Marth. 3.1 1.1,%& 28.18,19.Cor. 
KO: | 10.16, Rom.6.3.4.Gal.3.17.1.1.Pet.3.21. 

"1! * Or,itisa figne to repreſent,a ſcale to con- 
Hl - firme,animftrament coconuey Chriſt, and 


+ IN! |. him.Gen.17.11.12.Rom.4.1,Gal. 3.1, 
Fil !'F * .Quel, VYherefore doe you come to re- 
ceme the Lords ſupper? + 
Arſ. I come to receue it for theſe fours 
cauſes, 
| 7, Fiſt, to ſhew my obedience to my 
i! | | Lord 


ation, wherwith God exerciſcth his pco-. 


all his benefits, to them that belecue in. 


a US 


Lord le ſas «Chrift;robo bark ſocommayn- _ 
ded me. Mar.:6.26,27, 1.Cor.11.2Y.&c. 


2, Secondly}, that. mine inward man 
might be nouriſhed and: trengrhened by 


that heauenly food of Chrifts'bodie and 


bloud recciued by faith; as'my body is 


nouriſhed by corruptible bread and WIDE. | 
\ 1,Cor,10. 16,17. 

3. Thirdly, to make epen profeſsion' of . 
myfaith in Chriſt, and loue toward my 


neighbours: 

4. Laſtly, that by the reuerent mini- 
ſRration and ioyfull ſhewing foorth of this 
holy myſterie, my mind, andallche parcs 
of my ſoule, might effeQually be ſtirred 
vp, through the inward working of the 


| holy ſpirit, to a more earneſt loue of my 


God, and vnfained thankfulneſſe to his 
Maicſtic, eſpecially for the benefic of my 


falnation;freely m_ me in his ſonne Ie- ' 


ſus Chriſt. - 
QueFt. Tell me further, to what nid Fe 
you mind torecetuethe holy communion? 


Anſw. To the ſtrengthming of my weak ' 


and hungric faith, and to feed my faintte 
ſoule. ; 

 _=_ How &wherin is your faithiincreaſed£ 
Anſ.AS 


e 


© fongjeuerlaſting life, F rn] faly vation | 


given thorow Chriſt.x;Cor. 11.24. 


Que. How is your faith increaſed 'by | 
theſe meanes 7. G1 > 3 

anſw.Euen asI cake,cat,and drink the 
bread and wine with my mouth and ſto- 


macke : ſo my ſoule, heart,and conſcience 


thorow faith {piricually doth take,cat,and | 
drinke the very bodie and bloud of Jeſus , 
Chriſt, by whom I haueremiſzion of my 


 fins,and euerlaſting life. Luk.22.1g. To.6... 


35-FI. 
Qs.V Vhatis the principall fruit offaith © 


Anſ. Ever after to hate and deteſt linne 
anall pcople,bur eſpecially inmy ſelfe:and 


walke innewneſle of life, 


Queft. VYhy is ſinne to be hated and 
eſchewed * 
Anſw. Becauſe it was the cruciher and” 


killer of the Lord of life, and is an vtter 


encmite to God. 
Queſt, Doe you intend hereafterto lead | 
a new life © 
Anſw. Yea,by the helpe of God. 
Qaeit. VVhatis it tolead a new life, or 
to become a new creature 7 
-” © Anſw. To; 


# world woe EF or oliu Boi, Taſtly;” 
b | andſoberly pay ps eſent world. Titiz. 12. 
/ OueFt. Aﬀcer what ſort ought you" to 


come to this holy myſteric of the Lords 


he 4 

ih © iupper* | 
ice | | Auſw-Three things are chiefly required | 
= oof thoſe that come to this heauenly ban- | þ- 
fs | Ketof the Lords ſupper. 


wy | 1+ The firſtis, aforrawyfull feeling, and 
Y | a heartie loathing of all wy fine. 
' 2, Theſecond isa true faithin Chriſt, 
» |. which bringeth with it a comfortable grid 6 
10yfull feeling of the mfinit mercie and 
jag” cuerlaſting loue of God towards. Mme, in 
| Chriſt, 
nd | 3: The laſt, isa tall carneſt, - 
conſtant indeauour to pleaſe God in all 
nd: things, according tothe rule of his word, 
"| and fo to behane my ſelfe before him all 
T | the daiesof my life, as I may beſt profit 
' others, andmolt ſer forth his glory in that 


ad calling wherein he hath placed me. 
2uefi, How doe you thinke the time , 
or | oughrto- be.ſpent after the recciuing of 


the Commumon®© 


"oo In iegpewbring the Lords death, 


in <a forth Ki «death ay! Lpakiontis 
_ rill his comming againe, in conteſyng my. 
faich,and ackm .,ledging my linnes, and: 
often giuing of BIN he to God for redee-. 
ming of me andall mankind from finne,. 
Sathan,death,! hell, and damnation. | 


. 
o 


m_—— 


Seuen Obferuadtons; while every 
Chriſtian ougkt'to labour to have in 


the reverent preparation of them{clurs 
to the reading and hearing of 
- the word of God. + 


: PROT 6 


1. Viſaloifeqiderſiand 37. Tam. , 5. 1. King z- '9s 
2.Chro.i ok - F 

2, Diligence to equrinue 3s. 2.Tim.3.14. 1.Tim, 4.16. 
loh,8.3r.3 Jgh, 2.42.8 11, 33. & 13-43 & 14 224. 
Reuec.3.25:346: 

3. Preparation for the manner of rag Eee 4 95. S. 


4. Meditation and conference for the getter &eepung: of 
the matter, Devr.6.6.7.&12.18.19.Pſa.r.2, lofts. 
Plal.rr9.15.23.78.97.99. 15": | 

$.. Faith ts beleene ir, Heb, 4-2 .lude 20,2, » '» 

[- Obedzence # prafliſe it. 1,Sam.15, 22..23. lere.7. 23 
& 11. 3;Ex0 1526.8 23.22. Levit.20.32.6 26-3o4e 
*Deitir.4+r 811 27,8 27470, 828 g; Matth,7,2t. 7. 

"7, Prayer for F- | bleſting 25M i. Manhaa.32, Mar, Is 

+24. Iam.1,5. -* FY on fe 


- WH b 
».' 


